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THE DEBATE ON
SPANISH ANARCHISM
TODAY

The gret debute now goingonn Spain's
ment concerns the nature

Wl libertran organisation during a.

period of struggle. Itis a pity that such

2 debate should be necessary, for it is all

based upon a misconception of anarchism

the State. Trade unionism takes as its
basic principle the closed shop, so that
the fascist principle of the corporate state
s what, inevitably, trade unionism must
come 10, in co-operation with employers’
organisations snd unde he contrl of

the new generation does not know much
about theory: how could it after years
of government genocide as a means o
sppresing s vr, dsing which the

ersl conspircy of slencs regading
mlrrhllm was maintained, together with
= olly afswit extermiation of thase
‘who ldvoﬂ ted it?

ovement in exile was bogged

down n it thtore whi
replaced libertarian thinking, and the need
for cloaking .mmn P

ivance on
{rade unlonim, because i deal 5
workers’ control — i.e. workers councils
taking the means of production and
5 plaoesof kot thelr o iy
but it too can be vertical rather than
orzonal, The fforts by Mol 1ad
even Trotskyists to set up their own
unions in Spain are doomed to failurg
forthy belevs i party it must”
lead the masses who "of themselyes have
only a trade union i S s

soas
tosurvive in t democracy. The
Gobtes tat bard g on avo kR
regarding the nature of democracy,
anti-bolshevism etc and nothing at all
except in vague, declamatory terms —
bout he problems th anaris more-
ment faced and should have t

Yet the moribund orglmumm which
perpetuated this non-debate equally
condemned the activists’ struggle a
fascism and so left the door open to
bolshevism.

One result is that the new generation
has to think its way out afresh, and is
going through the sterile ground familiar
enough here but which ought not to be
necessary in Spain where there has been
factual experience of anarchist theory
and practice — both inits strength and
weakness
Th dsbte s sometines thougt of
as “individualism” versus “free commun-
fom o “Anarchiso” versus syndicai

: the deficiencies or otherwise of the
CNT when it s infact a misconception
ofthe whol idea 1el,withthe reslt
that though the anarchists have the ball
a their feet in Spain, they often do not
know which game they are playing.

What should be the CNT? An anarcho-
syndicalist organisation is a horizontal
union body — as distinct from a vertical
one. It i controlled not from the top
down (nor even from the bottom uv) but
is controlled by allits membershiy
is not 2 trade union with anarchist
leadership — and to speak of it in the
same breath as trade unionism is absurd,
for the whole point of trade unionism is
control from the top, which can integrate
into any authoritarian system as well as
democracy but never into one without

they want of people
less politiall us than themselves
and only lakmg on‘lus Such unions are

criticise other unions and fight against a
backward leadership but is M'nld ofa
set-up where there s no leadership and
its existence is superfluous.

It is a mistake many libertarians are
‘making in Spain today to mmk mu itis
necessary to “make the CNT anarchist” —
that 1 to0 many peope eate o It
will “change its anarchist character,” that
it wil become “purely yndicals™ md
that this represents a menace.
resolves itself into the problem of\«helhex
‘the CNT can remain horizontal or not.
There is every sign  that it s remaining
horizontal. One does not want its
committees to be composed of anarchists
as if they were a vanguard party, over
and above the non-political mass.

‘The strike of the filling stations in
Catalonia s the it tst ofthe
reconstructe other unions,
the “blg three™ zxe nuw lhe UGT,
‘Workers’ Commissions and the USO.

They are the ones co-operating with the

now a minority union, unlike before

the civil war, both because of the previous
repression and the new industries
Because these other unions did not act in
a militant fashion, due to the social
contract made by their political repre-
sentatives, (not an unfamilar situation to
us), the CNT was able to push ahead
with the strike, and it was brought to a
‘more o less satisfactory conclusion.
Strangely, this provoked great dissent
amongst many anarchists some of whom

felt — what then is the difference betweer:

one strike cannot be “‘over the top”

into battle, The class struggle consists
of small advances, sometimes retreats,
then major advances, sometimes major

teformist or corrupt leaderships. But
10 leadership at all existed; and no sell
out was therefore possible or performed.
‘This s the stuff of what “the CNT” that
i 0 2y, horionta unon arganisaton,
was and i all about. But is this revolu-
Honary? There & o subsitute or
armed struggle. Industrial struggle is not
hat. Both have their place and time.
Neither can be successful without the

.

From one article declaring “the CNT
is sick”, from a regional paper, I read
with surprise that “what we want” is 3
CNT able to organise the local communi-
ties, give support to housing and so on -
rather than concentrate on industrial
issues. Itis nota “sickness” if a union

organisation does not do what it is not
intended to do. All those things should
be done, some are being done, but they
are part of a vast network of Wl
libertarian movement and shoul

form part of the industrial mglmﬂ!lon.
‘The anarchist movement cannot

solely
s s oSG
pera today the various
Union seem to form branchesoffth Job
and within the job form themselves into
workers” council, in which all workers,
inclusive of thos union centres,
can join. Thus the apparent contradiction
that a union representing one branch of
workers can have some S00 members
and bring 5000 out on strike.
In addition to the anarcho-syndicalist
vement, however, i is urgent that
the anarchist movement develops all the
other facets of community work which
are properly speaking not industrial at
all. Revolution depends upon the fact
of change in the economy which will only
be altered by a movement based on
industry, and this s the first essential
butnot the only essential) o socidl
iages Kb ie oy cibe Bell
mnlunonaxy change a5 well
| ooy the
movement n the old day, wit 1 Ferer
schools, it trade hal an
centres, s Hopaie i defence organisa-
tions, its newspapers, its fighting teams,
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in short, a whole libertarian sub-structure
was in no way controlled by the
CNTand any pat of which had any-
thing to do with the FAL

Tt was during the civil war (bu
stratifled in exile) that there g-cv. upa
sort of party type organisation labelled
“CNT FAI” but this was dus to specal
circumstances and led to ossification.
Introducing the Mutual Aid Organisation
It would be useful to form a new organisa-
tion in Spain which had as its object
solely that of building up a network or
commuaity network, leaning rom the
best of the Anglo-American libertaria
experience and tossing aside the abbish
that has clung to this experience because
of liberalism and pacifism and marxism.
It seems o us that this is a major task
for the Anarchist Black Cross. Its
function in aiding Spai
now over for the time being, with
limited number of prisoners m cumparcd
with when we first began), and the fact
of defence committees for pnmnm now
being open in Spain. Nor is it necessary
now to send aid to the resistance any
longer — though what is urgently wanted
IS printing presss,offet lthos and
duplicator, whic i something we must
continually send to Spain. The more
diffused they are the better. We have
trained dozens of women and men through
the Centro Iberico to be able to operate
offset lthos; now we have to send the
machines to the libertarians in different
towns, trades and interests.

In addition to this we need to set up
an organisation that will transform the
union halls into clubs, as n the old days;
that will open claimants unions and give
advice on housing, industrial and other
enquires; that will spread advice regarding
contraception and abortion; which for
long has been 2 totally illegal activity (no
longer so, but an enormous prevalling
ignorance). The cost of doing this is
ininimal giv¢n voluntary labour and
enthusiasm which is there sbundantly.

We propose to call this the MUTUAL
AID (Apoyo Mutuo) to be a contribution
to the Spanish struggle from our neck of
the woods. Like the Black Cross it is
something on which one cannot lose (we
always said of it that if we only helped
o helped free one prisoner the organisa-
tion was justified — given the fact that

it was also aiding in the diffusion of our
ideas).

Our immediate target is a mere £300
10 gt the set up working after which it
will be able to look after itself. (We
hope to raise this by a couple of concerts)
‘With veterans and new wave establishing
the network it will have its own momen-
tum as can be seen by Some of the
grasstoots movements here and in the
States. Tt will show there must be more
than the CNT and take the pressure off
ity task must remain the inustrial

struggle where by challenging the vertical
unions it can achieve the aim of
re-collectivisation of industry. The more
diverse the movement in Spain, the
more decentralised, the better it had
flourished and will.

“The enthusiasm expressed in previous
articles on anarchism in Spain today is
in no way abated. It is even more hopeful
in Spain now than immediately preceding
Some ways, for if the present
snunl\m\ were expressed in contiet it
wouldshow all theauthoitaran pare
Jeft or ight, lined up against the workers
The pretence of their being anything clse

can deceive only those who want to be

deceived. Spain, for better or worse, has

become historically the forward line for
anarchist ideas. If our ideas are to reach
fulfilment, this forward line cannot be
lefit without massive support from the

.

Ao ova piz, o wii all the
sions a large number of spocial bullehm

are produced for different “locals” as
industries. The fact that power lies S
ihe ol s alrady been eflced by

the way in which, in many lreis the
Social siruggl has spiled overfrom.

strikes, factory occupations and industrial
action generally. to embrace issues
normal iated with ecolw-::! anti-
n\lslur and women s movements.

i Sepiember shres regons were stll
without papers, and this was reflected in
ize of the membership and the degree
of influence that the CNT has been able
10 exort in these areas. Once again we
‘would like to appeal, not only for money,
but asking people to hunt out any usable
typewriting, dupht:ung or printing
equipment that they . Contact
Mgl Garca 15, Upper Tolington

Park, London

regions, including a statistical breakdown
of the organisation of the Spanish

The figures, which are the latest avilable
1o us, represent the situation as it was
around September. We have now been
informed that the total membership is in

Even without the massive financial
backing hat has boon valale o the
socialist UGT (especially from W.
Germany) and the communist dominated
Workers' Commissions (CC.00), the
anarcho-syndicalist CNT has made
incredible progress, considering that
even as late as Jast February there was
little or no orgaisational base to start
from. The other important unions are
the USO (s development from the old
Franco type unions) and the nationalist
unions such as the Basqu: STV (which
works with the CNT) and the smaller

Most of the regions are now publishing

ANDALUCIA

Secretaria Reglonal: F.L. de Granada, c/o
Joaquin Costa, 6,30 Granada.
60 local federations.
Paper: Andalucia Libertaria (circ. 20,000)
Membesship: 20,000. All industrics.
(CC.00. 200,000; UGT 230,000)

ARAGON
cr Cmo No 102, piso 1°, Ofiicina 12,

z* el federations
Accion Libertaria.
Membershlp. 000 (esp. metal & con-
struction)

(CC.00 25,000: No figures for UGT)

ASTURIAS

/. Campo Sagrado No 33 Bajo, Gijon.
7 local federations.

Paper: Accion Libertaria.

Membersip 5 000 (esp. metal & miing)
(CC.00, 40,000; UGT 55,000, USO
wooo)

CANARIA!
Cl. Ploy:xo NO 45 (local comercial) Bajo.
Sta. Cruz de Tenerife.

4 local federations
currently undertaking re-organisation,
and preparation for CNT Canaria
Congress active in strikes within con-
it ete.

Lccoo 12, ooo)

/- Ponas Redondss, 15 Bjo, Sanander.
4local federations

no regional paper at present, although
publishes Construccion.

Membership: 1,000

(CC.00 10,000)

CATALUNYA

C]. Mendez Nunez, 14,2° Barcelona 3
70 local federations and 8 districts
Faper: Soldaidad Obrera
Membership: 70,000

Gl s 300 dadicatod
(€C.00,250,000)




CENTRO

C]. Libertad, 15-19, Madrid 7
27 local federations and 2 dis
Puper: Castila Libre (crc 20000)
Membership: 7,000 (esp. metal & trans-

port).
(€C.00, 300,000; UGT, 280,000, USO
30,000)

rapidly”
er: Euskadi Confederal (circ.10,000)
MermbergH 2000 (sp. st co
struction, raphic arts and banki
Membership: 2,000

(CC.00, 40,000; UGT, 90,000).

EXTREMADURA
Juan Sanchez Excobero C]., Venecia
Caceres.

5 local federations
urgently requires a propaganda
outlet

Membership: 1,000

(€C.00 14,000; UGT 10,000)

GALICIA
Gaiell, 78 B Pl (4 Coin)
7 local federations aad one distri
Nopaper,lthough soms isud by ‘osals
Membership: 1,000 (esp. construction,
metal and shipbuilding, education)
(CC.00. 35,000
MURCIA - ALBACETE
/. Proyecto 4 - Bajo A, Cartagena (Murcia)
ocal federations.
Paper: Confederacion
Membership: 2,000 (esp. metals and con-
struction).
(€C.00, 15,000; UGT 10,000).
PAIS VALENCIA
C (urngue) 140 9M, Valencia -

i FragusSocl (. 20,000)
\{u.\hcrsluy x

o

RIOJA

€. Hierros 3-1°, Logrono

Paper: Accion Directa

Membership: less than 1,000 (esp. metal,
education, timber and chemicals)
(€C.00,3,000)

This gives a rough idea that, while the
CNT s no longer the working class
organisation, it is a formidable sized
force in Spanish industrial organisation;
if it were bigger, given the circumstances
of today, it would probably have to be
reformist (since 2 horizontal organisation
‘must always reflect the current attitude

of the workers) or cease to be libertarian
and decentralist

The CC.00 and the USO grew directly
out of the old fascist syndicates — the
CC.00 never wanted them dissolved,

s would v e to m umppemmc
of the UGT

and Soth the UGT and CC.00
le foreign backing

i et quite
come off, thanks to the CNT.

C.00 100,00
owing the arrests in Athens and
Thessaloniki, which we reported in the
last issue of Black Flag, we have received
2 detailed account of the events, which,
although they cover much the same
ground as our previous article, do include
2 considerable amount of detail as to the
blatant nature of the repression and is
worth reprinting here.

On Tuesday, October 18, 1977, just one
month before the General Elections, an
smprecedented wave of police terror was
fsunched in Greece. The openly avowed
i of this campaign is the physical
extermination of the young anarchist
smovement, which developed during the
seseat military dictatorship and has

tly shown on many occasions
5 westity and continuing strength.

Among s activities are included inter-
ventions during the historic November
1973 student uprisings which contributed
o i doyRtilof e Colioctific

mpaign against hte extradiction of
German revolutionary Rolphe Pl
duningthevucumee of 1978, erventions
in the May Day activities and demonstra-
thous of 1975, 1976 30d 1577, phs

i-political, anti-clectoral and

nthmitarss mobiisation. We would
add to this a rich programme of book
and periodical publishing. The anarchist
reece is now considered
ies as public enemy No.1.
‘The methods used for the wide-spread
mpresion Ja o ipoted from

Germany under the example of a number
of German policemen. A “pogrom” has
been launched against anarchists which

has featured arrests without pretext, the
usual beatings, fabricated charges, abusive
trials, searches of homes, imprisonments
itk oot et e ofall the
publishers of an ook, papers
Pl peiodicals, Thi cmpaiga ol
repression is backed by a hysterical
cacpeign by the prmaikel the
and “ter and by

Scive complicity of the State:

Here are the essential eventsin
chronological order
Tuesday October 18, 1977
of the assassination of Baads

The sews
Ensiin

groups and individuals g0 to the Poly~
technic School, a place considered
sanctuary and traditionally an area of
free political discussion. Some megs-
phones are used by militants to deacemce




the erime of the German Stat
some appeals for a meeting at Propylaca,
another place considered a sanctuary
and “asylum”. At 7 30 pm . gxoup of
plain clothe without
pretext the well4 own Greck anichist
publisher Christos Konstantinidis, 28 years
old. Konstantinidis, a member of the.
publishing co-operative,
Biblothi ha been s target for plice
harassment for many years. Well-know
for his activities during the occupation at
the University of Athens during the
famous student revolt in Nr/vembcr
1973, he was actively sought by
police afterwards, but went \mdemmnnd
for three months. Two months before
the downfall of the miliary regime he
was arrested and detained without
charge for 10 days. Since the establish-
ment of parliamentary democracy, he
‘has been arrested many times, without
reason, and was twice brought to trial
with serious charges.

On one such oceasion he was arrested.
in front of the court during the trial of
Pohl's extradiction. He put his hands in
his pockets when arrested and a reporter

proving th:
charge of attacking the police, He was
acquitted of the charges during the appeal.
Yet another instance in May 1977, the
police invaded his house and arrested

and savagely beat up all the house guests
that were staying there at the time.
Konstantinidis was not at home, but they
arrested him later as he was returning.
Seven persons were brought to trial ¢
variety of charges, but all seven were
lter acquited of th charges of resitng
authority and injuring the police.

the prosecutor appealled against scquital
and Konstantinidis and Sylvia Papadopou-
Iou recelved suspended senzences of 40
and 20 days respectively.

Tmmediately after the arrest of
Konstantinidis, the riot police attacked
all those in front of the Polytechnic
School, on the day of October 18th.
They arrested Michalis Sizpos, a 20 year
old worker. For half an hour the police
poured on brute force and spared
nobody. Later a demonstretion of
200 anarchists took place and was
immediately attacked by the police
and dispersed. Georges Tsachtsizis,a

year old worker, Sofia Panagiotidou a
17 year ol high school student and
Panayiotis Hantzouranis also a 17 year
old student, were ll arrested.

Wednesday, October 19,1977 The press
Simekesf presente those arreted

a5 “terrorists” thus attempting 1o create
a climate of opinion that would permit
heavy sentences. The daily newspapers
went out of the way to create a picture
oflies with talk of an “international
anarchist plan for the provocation o
violence,” and beginning an endless

series of article with wholesale fabrica-
tions like “Carlos has been seen in
Athens, and “Konstaiids vas visited
weckagoby two German lawyers of
the Red Army Facion”

Sl i) place
thal dhrodth One was in niki
which was small. It was oxpmmi byan
inoffical” Maoist group with the
participation of some omeist. The
police attacked the demonstrators with-
out reason, arresting 13 people.

cond demonstration took place in

Athens with some 600 anarchists. It
was very militant and its self-defence was
very well organised. Some clashes with
the police took place, some glass windows
were broken, but there were no arrests.

n 18 year old technical school student,
Stavroata Langadinou was artested half
an hour after the demonstration.

Wednesday, October 19 — Thursday,
Oct ;A revolutionary armed
group (on the far left) attempted to put
bombs at the AEG 2 German factory in
Piraeus. Shoot place with
Eatconen: G merbes Of th groop,
Christos Ksimis was iled yingto
escape, but the others got away
S iy A s nchent the Geman
Consulate in Patras s set on fire, and
a bomb is set off at the German consu-
te in Heraklion, Crete. Naturally this
incidnt s ullyexploted by the press in
1 10 again create anger against those

:Imzdv arrested during the demonstrations. &

The press continued its lis, such as
“...it might be no accident that
Konstantinidis stays in Pangrati and the
car used by the armed group was stolen
at Pangratl,” ete.

Friday, October 21: Persecution begins
“anarchist incidents of Tuesday and

w of 1944
as modified by the military junta of 1971,
‘which had not been used until now but
had served as a model for the German
law on “sympathisers.” This law gives
the State the basis upon which to arrest
and send to trial persons without an
actual charge, but merely for what it
deems to be grounds for suspecting one
of being a sympathiser. From now on
anyone can be arrested and sent to

prison without 2 factual charge.

Saturday, October 22: A new wave of
arrests and searches. Panagiotis Barbounis
219 year old technical school student,
and Yiannis Stavropoulos, a 22 year old
law student are arrested for “possession
of arms.” The arrest takes place on the
basis of “confidential information.” The
police found the following “arms™
anarchist books and pamphlets; an empty
hand grenade from the Second World
War used as an ashtray;2 piece of chain
and a wooden stick.

October 23: All the editors of anarchist
and libertarian newspapers and periodicals
are arrested as “moral authors (perpetuz-
tors)” of the “incidents"” of Tuesday and
Wednesday last. These arrests include:

¥ 1

('n)cq" Nikos Balis, editor of “Wh
and Herodis Bakoyiannis, editor of
“Socialism or Barbarism.” It should be
nnled that “Here and Now” and “The
iave never published a second
issu. The only ssues it were (RS
Ve o o ased
o appear after its third iss oe, ding.
o early 1976. On.ly “Socallm e
Barbarism" appeared this year and is a
peridicl publshed mtgulally at
intervals of every six months. 1ts third

hd et e appeared five months ago.
Nikos Asimopoulos, a libertarian compose
singer and bookseller, and vﬂ.m; e
editor of the Trotskyist pape:

Bameade” were sl arete, Kifakos
Vasiliadis was also arrested for “posses-
sion of arms,” after a search of his home:
the police found a piece of chain, a
wooden stick and an axe.

The Athens trial of those arrested on

uesday and Wednesday were held in
climate of fear and unprecedented police
activity. The courthouse in downtown
Athens was surrounded with police,
informers and fascists. Three persons
were arrested outside the court house

sident of the trial was appointed ad *oc.
“The first trial was that of Stavroula
gadinou, arrested after the demon-
stration of Wednesday. There s only one
witness for the State, a shopkeeper who
had made a statement saying that he had
seen her (Langadinou) when she was part
of the demonstration. He stated that a

he noticed Langadinou and arrested her
instead handing her over to the police.
The shopkeeper was not present at the
trial. The judge goes through his testi-
mony nevertheless, and after a couple of
hours a doctor appears, to say that the
g could not appear to testify

because he was in hospital owing to
serious eye ailment. Despite the absence
of the sole witness for the State and
despite the protests of the defence
lawyers, the trialis not postponed.
Lanagdinou s condemaed to one and a
half years in jail for “disturbing the

ce” and “complicity to damage
foreign property.” She is taken to prison.

There follows the trials of Konstantis
dis and Sizpos. Sizpos was absent because
he was sick having been badly beaten by
the police (wounds on both eyes and a
broken finger). The trial is postponed.
Konstantinidis s also sick and vomits




repeatedly in the court, which does not

want to hear 1 word about postponing
455 o o s ool ahia
fakepart the i and

(ot Nevrthales th Stk
MsenglibS el polcani et
make the charges of “re
ek, The proseutor  thus
propose his acquittal with reference to
these charges. The judges however find
him guilty of “injuries against authority”
and also “resisting authority” and sentence
him to three and a half years in ja

After that it is unnecessary {o describe
the third trial. Two defence lawyers
withdrew after the second trial in protest.
The Mantzouanis trial is poslpon:d Sols
Panagiotidou is acquitted; an
old Georges Tsachsitiss is e o
for two and a half years.

Tuesday, October 25: The trial of those
atestod a Thessalonid eters 153rd

and last day. The State s obliged to

propose acquittal for the charges of
“disobedience to authority” because
prosecutors declare “nobody told them
to disperse.” But the verdict ol s
s nevertheless as follows:
are found guilty of various
g{atorty nd for amummg

e peace.” Karakitsos and Karabelias
are sentenced to 28 months in prison;
Katsaras is sentenced to 27 months, and
seven others to 22 months each and the
rest are set free provisionally until the
trial is st to appeal, while three others
are acquitted.

The trial of the “moral authors” takes
place. The State found it difficult to
accuse them of any specific act. The
judses are ull ofseaching questions.
“Would you partcipate ... 2" “Woul

o you give us
" Asimopoulos had
been lmenop!ed for having sung anti-

military songs last April at an anti-war
meeting. Finally the court decides that

the thors” are to stay in j
anyway until the date of another trial.

ey will thus stay in jail for six months,
and thus for another six months without
tial, Tt is hoped that they will have
another trial one or two months after the
National Elections of November 20th.

Even liberal lawyers like Evangelos
Yiannopoulos, president of the Lawyers
Association of Athens rose in protest at
this shame called “ustice.

s clote from the sbove that the
government of Constantine Karamalis,
uncertain about the future of his party

ever. This old Greek politician’s trick to

penic publc ol Bigs e i
and time again. Will it

e e

been outlawed in Greece.

The date for the trial of Clristos
K onstandinidis and the other thirty odd
‘anarchists has been set for] anuary
30th, 1978.
The Greek comrades plead for financial
assistance, as their movement is mostly
young working-class people. They also
ask for more letters of solidarity from
abroad. sad to note that they
have not received much of either thus
far from outside of Greece.
In Greece the following activities have
been organised and vill be organised in
the near future: a public demonstration
during the official celebrations commemmor-
ating the November 1973 student uprising,
the distribution on a large scale of a
i otk apposczg o s
Hndegendent efi-ving weokly “ANT"
3 o concet o publcty and
fund-raising just before the trials.
A defence committee has been formed,
but s desperately short of money with
FHEa et the e il pr

sz
5L

Bdamhm

44, Greece. (Try
"Dmhnix Bivloik.” e
Letters of et
re the better. (Letters

i

Yt T W)
n be used by defence lawyers during

fonheorming s end siond besert (0

@) Enngeos Vismsopanlcs,

President of the Lawyers" Assoc. of Athens,

Panepltimiou 4, Athens, Greeee

(2) “Elefterotypia™

Panepistimiou 57, Athens, Greece.

(3) “TaNea”

Christou Lada 3, Athens, Greece.

(4) with copies of allletters to

Sylvia Papadopoulou — address given

above

What remains to be done!
(1) We have mailed out 2 petition to
various groups and individuals thro*sghout
North America. The returns so far have
been vry slow. We uge youll 1o hurry
ignatures.
(:) S el mloteee, urgent appeal
for money and while we have sent an
initial sum to Greece, funds are still
urgently required, so please send what-
ever you can immediately.

Greek Information Service,
¢/o Our Generation & BRB,
3934 St. Urbain,

Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

Cienfuegos Press Anarchist Review No.3,
140pp, £2.00 + 30p p+p. Now available.

THE
SALLY
ANN

A Christmas tide TV play “Rachel and
the Beelzebub Bombardier” repeated for
ewers S By ST
of the Salvation A e brewers
inthe 1890 hired rowdles (The Skeleton
Army) to break up the Salvation Army’s
temperance meetings. This is repeated
from generation to generation with no
one querying why the brewers apparently
changed their minds as (o favour
Salvation Army, by allowing them even
10 sel the War Cry in pubs. It was not
exactly a miracle.

r a more likely version of the story
i that the rowdies came rst, not the
Salvation Army

They fought the then numerous
Evangelicals, Independent ranters, with
avariety of little missions, who physically
attacked licensed premises, like the
notorious temperance crusaders in the
States. The brewers hired the rowdies
tobreak rhem up. There was a Skeleton
Army, the Starvation Army and 0 on.
Among the hired bullies was a young
man, almost certainly half-Jewish, who
held his mimic Evangelical meetings of
he ‘Starvation Army.” Soon he began
questioning the miserly beer money from
the publicans when the pickings were
greater playing it straight.

‘As William Booth (he may have taken
His name from the gin) he made history.
He never understood much about religious
living but he was born a showman. (Some
say he may have come froma circus
family). The organisation he founded,
in co-operation with the brewers, put the
Evangelical militant anti-drink people
out of business.

It brougt  reat ndusey o being
getting money out of the rich by frighten=
e themith stores of what (e wordag
would do if inflamed by ‘povesty,
drunkenness, crime and anarchism’ —

and organising a *philanthropic” enter-
prise that continues to make money. If
anyone thinks that nevertheless it does

class

1010 1 it'sa job provided out of the:
funds that come in for the formez.

Some may say this version of the.
Booth story is founded on gossipand
innuendo, Soit is. But the officisl
story is founded on fabrication, mot
*Blood and Fire” but wind and piss
Booth always threatened legal action
when questioned about the true csigs
of his movement.
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Part of the response to the National Front demonstration at Lewisham.

Where the NATIONAL
FRONT RULES

Where has the National Front achieved
power? Not yet has it made any major
electoral impact. Not yet has it been
chosen by the ruling class o carry out
the task of smashing the working class

rganisations ... the Labour Party has
that job, the fascists merely help o
erode them. Where then can uniformed
fascists, wearing their National Front
badges if not their swastikas, censor left
and libertarian publications, prevent
organisation, harass blacks, sneer at Jews,
issue orders that must be obeyed, beat
up the disobedient nad isolated, while
spreading propaganda to seduce part of
their subjects to assistin the intimidation
of the majority?

Where? Tn Her Majesty’s prisons, under
licence of the Home Secretary.

here the National Front is in power
It may not have as et a majority of
officers: but it has (as the Government
admits) a great number and that s power,
for fascism requires only a minority o
rule and those prison officers who do not
follow the National Front line in theory
must obey it in practice, for warders
must show a common front before the
prisoners.

We do not think it important, zs some
do, that the National Front has started
to organise_schoolkids to harass their
teachers. Teachers need harassment —
and even libertarian teachers need
bringing up to scratch and the incentive
to fight for their ideas; freedom cannot
be dished out like soup and milk — that is
the way of the welfare state.

We do think it important when
fascists organise teachers to harass kids
— and united action recently in one town
by both black and white kids to get a
fascist teacher (standing as a National
Front candidate) the sack is & pointer
along the way ~ after all the kids
concerned aren't (so far as we know)
conscjous libertarians. More important
than getting the teacher the sack would
be organising indiscipline and see how
authoritarianism would fashion up to
that — without the backing of jackboots,
it would collapse in hysterical resignations.

But prison officers have the backing
of jackboots that is why the presence
of National Front officers has to be
fought. When the Jackboots tacte il
the fascists run for c

iy o s ot R ways:

One is by anti-colour harassment which

‘ground in the atmosphere of today where.
its less certain of expressly anti-
semitism.

The other is by preventing anti-fascist
publications coming in whilst letting
fascist publications circulate freely.

The rules regarding what prisoners can
read are obscure and contradictory. There
are some rules — often contradictory —
regarding pornography. But regarding
political censorship nobody can say for
sure what the rules are.

Kropotkin Out, Hitler In

We have many readers in prison who can
receive Black Flag and libertarian litera-

. On the other hand, many want it
andant get it. Some goverors prohibit
zll anarchis ltratue — ook, pamphle,

wspaper. Others prohibit some but
not others, but without logic: Berkman
can goin where Kropotkin is banned;
Durruti’s lfe is allowed where Emma
Goldman is banned. Such is our experieace.
Some prisoners can get Black Flag
wherever they are, even in jals where
other prisoners, sometimes on greater,
sometimes on lesser security, cannot.
Some on remand can get what they like,

—




others are told that it s ‘unsuitable’ or
“tendentious'. We were told of the
“obvious danger of subversion” of the
prisoner in one case where the prisoner
in question was actually responsible for
writing 2 bit of it before he went in.
But National Front literature can go
in always, anywhere and at any time, be
it no matter how inflammatory, how
subversive, how tendentious. What Home
Office rule says Kropotkin Out, Hitler In?
None. Itis the whim of National Front
prison warders — it does not even go to
a higher level —and s the sure fire method

libertarian or left publications with
contacts inside insisting that they should
receive what literature they wish to
read, and can pay for or have sent to
them, or if not, quote the rule that favours
Hitle. Itis not the Government which
resists: it is the National Front warders.
As the Home Office must show solidarity
with the warders, make sure the politicos
and bishops who inveigh against the
vl of s’ stnd by her alepad
principles

When thee fusists are more widely
known, something will be done 0 begin
the process of seeing that the fascist
conquest of power under the Home
Secretary is curbed. Prisons will never
become democratic and fascism is their
natural ideology. Butif the NF is allowed
as at present, uncurbed power in prisons,
the National Front will march to power
as Mussolini did to Rome — that is to
=y okt b driven along ina
Government c

ANARCHY

NO RULES
0K

(3 A

It s patheti o see how NationalFrone
slogans proliferate al over the walls of
Lonais and Bhrgatan o s ahis
compared with Paris, let alone
Barcelona. Yet there are signs of lfe on
the battle of the walls — A is thrusting
forward again together with many
anarchist slogans (though surely libertar-
ians could do better than *N.F. =
Fuckers” — aren't we all some kind of
fuckers?)
piece of superb graffiti is altering
NF in  twinkling to RAF (how essy to
persuade a police officer not to make a
charge). A bit more subtle is putting an
N before SWP.
The riialty of stuationist type
slogas avayshits home — the
ve and well and engaged on a 5
‘ambltous project” - type of thng,and
commendation on one graffiti — “The
only social sontract 1 Sied id fuck al
governmen

ut what is most intriguing about
libertarian slogans whatever their merits

There are seemingly no anarchis
around where I live, yet the walls have
loads of painted anarchist slogans and
you can follow your way to my home
from the railway station following the
anarchist graffiti (1 know it sounds a
feeble defence officer, but I never did
it....) Anarchists, come out!

‘And surely we could do better on the
phoneins?

Kill terrorists
and wogs!
Free guns;

free bombs;
free funeral!

Apply C-in-C Spandau Prison
(Regret Jews only as available
other Semites may be substituted
without notice)

THE LABOU
PARTY
BROADCAST

Almost the entire media seems to have
denounced Labour's now famous
“National Front” broadeast which
achieved celebrity as the first party
-political broadeast not to guarantee not
t0 send TV viewers off to the loo fora
natural break. With one exception, the
insinuation that th: Front was run by
“ex-convicts" which after all could be
id of any dedicated political movement

inopposkion (een the Labour Pty
e had people prepared to go o
for ther bl we Tond i ey
and informative. Not that

anything one did not i elmfymg
the National Front clearly with na
and fascism.

1t was felt by the media the Front
should have the right to reply — but they
were not (under the heavily biassed party
political TV arrangements) entitled to a
showing; so they got it in huge newspaper
‘publicity and a special question-and-
answer TV showing.

Not just television but the entire medi

narchist movement receives far worse,

ewly slanted propagands, oﬁen mmly
false; this not in the specific *
poliical sctons but n the s et
Yet it apparently has no right of reply.
Indeed,  day or so afl wards, the radio

vir bel

announcer was heard blithely mentioning
thta Hull prison was notorious for its
““dangerous criminals, terrorists and
anarchists.”

“The concern for free speech is entirely
for right-wing authoritarians and not for
libertarians.

PA CHIN

Readers of Black Flag — the one paper to
have consistenlysuppoted the Chinese
Anarchist novelist Pa Chin th-oughout
his trials and lnhlllzllons ol the Maoist
period — wll recall that the last news.
given of ‘was his trial at the ‘People’s’
i of Shanghai in June 1965 - when
he was forced to kneel on broken glass and
listen to the shouts musm; mm of bemg

can't change it even if you kill me.”
His house was ransacked and his

collection of anarchist literature from

all over the world destroyed. Since then

literary dictator) — has been sent to work
in the flelds. 1t is no longer the practice
tosend Anarchist writers and professors
{oworkinth fctarie s the workers
have displayed too much sympa

with them nd i many caes helped then

toadjust — which is supposed 1o be the
meaning of the transaction: But this was
ot ogon s homust couvetas

working class rather than the working
= putting the bourgeoisie on Marxist
lines!

Recently a British correspondent in
China interviewed Pa Chin and this was
broadcast from London. Pa Chin says
that he is an anarchist but the Govern-
ment ‘thinks” it has re-educated him.

D ARt interviewed Pa
2 hotel, the waiter exclaime:
e journalist, ‘But surely that was




the great Pa Chin!” — symptomatic of
the respect in which the workers hold
him despite his ‘humiliation’ and
“degradation’ by the rulers of China, or
perhaps because of
(We hope to obtain a transcript of the
broadeast — if we o, it will be published
in the Review)
In Minus Seven (Sept/Oct. 77) an
entirely different and uncharitable view

Chin s taken. They write: “Pa
Chin has often been mentioned fondly
by anarchists in the West, This i prob:bly
due to the very symnathetic portrayal
of Pa Chin by Olga Lang in her book
*Pa Chin and his Writings." Pa Chin
‘might be the only Chinese anarchist that
many people can identify by name.
‘must however be pointed out that while
Pa Chin was active in the Anarchist
movement in China in the thirties and
the forties and had an important impact
on the ideological thoughts of many
young people in those days (i
were popular and instrumental in creating
left-wing sentiments among the
youths but his anarchist writin
translations had only a limited cm‘uhuon)
LI

i is not the only Chi
anarehidt knowgfn the Wert . buchs
had influence in China as a populariser
of anarchism in the 205 and 30s. The
M Sevn g do notbeong o the
se tradition proper: they say
i frankly:— “The anarchists
in Hong Kong owe ltle if anythin to
Fa Chinorthe rditional Chineseapar
chist movement to which Pa Chis
belonged. Rather, they have smved at
their present position through th
rending of Englt hud Feneh text
through their actual contacts with
anarchists overseas, though their own
struggles and reflections and through
their encounter with ex-Red Guards who
bad T [0 4 Bureucrtic epemlre
regime in China. Very fe

ansichist Donks i Cies s avalible
in Hong Kong or anywhere else. This
indeed 2 very important task facing the
youthful anarchists in Hong Kong. Tt
s difficult to estimate the influence and
strength of anarchism or libertarian

ments can be identified as possessing
anarchist or libertarian texdency. Such
are to be regarded as spontancous
anarchism, the origin of which cannot be
traced back to Pa Chin or the anarchist
‘movement in Pa Chin's days. More
xactly,spontancousaarchism devloped
E ORI
readings of th e et of
Vi 3 e 2 well e o
total disillusionment with Mao Tse-tung
and the Maoist regime.”

Ttis 2 grave eror on their part to look
t0 the West, which has litle or nothing
10 offer them — and even to base their

‘magazine 0:1a Yook of Orwell's with
small n,mﬁcam tolsy —rather thanto
open up the range of the Chinese anar-
hist movement 10 the West which has
much to learn from it. This, despite his
wetkaess 2 one old uan sclated
China, P Chin managed to do foryears.
This  why he s held n food alsction
abroad — not because of Olga Lang.
Minus Seven then go on m reproduce
i almost the whole of its issue, a letter
and articles by Pa Chin recently which
they say well demonstrates that he is
no longer an anarchist. We are not so
sure. True, the text is full of obeisance
t0 ‘our great leader and teacher, Chairman
Mao," eloved Pmmc! Chou,” ‘radiant

witngs, brght and sparkling I'ulule
and all the required kow towing n
nioTR e e Wacus han o
the old. He also clearly jumps on th
bandwagon of attacking the Gang of
Four, but uses what we understand o be
a common ploy in ostensibly attacking
the “ultra-rightist” deposed Maoist
leaders and charging them with all the
crimes committed by Mao. From a
“western’ standpoint this certainly bears
all the marks of apostasy and even
treason but Chinese comrades whose
standards during years of llegality,
struggle and poverty vary from those:
abroad take quite a different view.

Minus Seven’s standaxds are self-
‘admittedly those of the ‘West” — there
is no teason why they should not be —
but Chinese workers well understand
that writers have to wite.

Tam well aware that we denounce
English journalists as lackeys and hacks
who serve capitalist papers and who
write one thing and think another — no
one does more so than those who work
in the printing trades! But one can't
compare someone struggling to live, and
actually have influence, on mainand
China by the standards of El Vino'sin
Fleet Street.

FIRE -~
MEN.
d there been a spectacular number of
deaths by burning in the first few weeks
of the firemen’s sike, there would have
been a tremendous public revulsion of
fecling against the strikers, whipped up
by the media the firemen would
probably have won their case. The
Government would not have been able
to stand out obdurately against their
claims. But there have been fewer fires

the fact of regular firemen coming out
to save life. So the Government holds
out and, while the TUC has virtually
‘abandoned the firemen to their fate,
the strike goss on. If i
fom mose ol the fiighting

d.mpmd sl she will e moting
‘will have taken jobs

Surely this call into question tech-
niques of strike action, for the zeneral
supposition is that if a body of workers
comes out, its action will bring an industry.
to: standstill and the employers will
capitulate, but not in the public sector
where considerations of policy, rather
than of profit, dominate. Thus the only
hope of the firemen, along orthodo;
thinking, would be for solidarity from
other unions but, — apart from resolutions
and a (very) little cash (move came from
the public) they got nothing.

‘The Fire Brigades Union has never
contemplated strike action and did not
know how to run one when they were in
it. The so-called “militancy” of the left
consists of saying “stick it out” an
urging other unions t> take action.

But the fatal flaw s the orthodoxy
of trade unionism which refuses to
:uns\dtr i solmienx outside the
accepred

A it shod b followsd with
positive demands that can here and now
be implemented. How should a fireman's
sit-in operate? It wowld consist of
continuing to give service bit charging
forit. Firms who want fire protection
should pay for the privilege. And they
do (in a way); they pay insurance. This
is how fire brigades began; this is what was
the normal procedure until the State
stepped in and took them over. The
insurance companies paid them. If they
pass on the extra costs involved to
premiums, so be it it is cheaper, in
any case, than million pound fires.

/body knows that firemen would
still defend the lives and homes of those




unable to pay. But ths great warehouses,
stores, flling stations and other huge
commercial enterprises that represent
major fire risks should reasonably expect
10 pay for what they get: above all, the
insurance companies should pay for their
stock in trade as every other commercial
firm has to do.

Perhaps the fire brigades should be
taken away from the municipalities
which cannot pay for them; perhaps they
can be wholly or partly subsidised by the
insurance companies and other concerned
el who i i bl

paid out of the public The
rincige s been csaplshed by the
sage compuies.

o thseposie et the e

shnuld i Na s, s o
on the Welfare State lines of “ten per

ntor....." Itneeds |miglmnon
and drive and there is none from the
entrenched leadership of Gatigiah “ifa
few brigades tried out the i
“Sponsarsi” they might,at least, do 8
el s the crctes, T g nursnce
companies have decided to pass on par
of el ros o subsditng e hadondl

tEe

Boxer
Rebelllon.

rge Francis is a professional trainer
or boxing and he believes in the sport. In
a lengthy interview in the London
“Evening News” (Dec.20) e urges
teachers to “bring back boxing and knock
out violence.”

Boxing entails a Iot of hard work,
careful training and what is sometimes
called discipline — but is self-discipline,
‘which is what is meant by using the word
“sportsmanship.” Itis the reverse of the
antisocial behaviour seen at football

. “It teaches self-
respect and respect for others,” says
Francis. And the same goes for such
“martial arts” as Kung Fu and the
various sports arising from jiu jtsu
(which has incidentally been taught in
the West as a women’s sport since the
early days of the century.

‘The “manly art of self defonce,” s it
has been called, is the very opposite of
hooliganism it is not trained boxers
whom you see terrorising crowds at
footbail matches — it is a few young
hoodlums who e krfves o bottes.

who can defend themselves —
fm st defence ars i genenal are ot n

undergo the humiliation of rape, or even

have to put up with insult, since self-
confidence is generated by some know-
ledge of the defensive arts

Itis true that there are many who
cannot defend t"emselves for one reason
or another (often lack of educational
opportunity) but the presence of those
who can would be one step in the
elimination of the bully in society which
isa keynote of our times. A few boxers
ina crowd would not be the bullies. They
would more likely inspire the rest to
turn round and beat the fuck out of a
few yobboes determined to terrorise the
majority.

The nemalsecre of fscims to pck

on an unpopular minority, always in t
ratio of 1010 1, and rely on the lp:l.heuc-
majority doing nothing. (It i the face-
less majority who are the real vilians!)
Then they tum to other small or
fndiidiab it et have &
reputation of beiny
fimly of being iminebl: Nobody esists
for fear of being picked on individually,
until the majority are cowed — from
footbal gaiciel 15 the T Rel

Sports Minister Denis Howe
tosay that * ehmmalmg ahysial wnucl
in'sports in many o
ot to mae for” ~ tbolgh e
probably wasn't thinking beyond football
hooliganism. Why was boxing eliminated
as a by-product of State socialism and
the Welfare State? While footbell
remained the darling of the sports estab-
lishment in education until mass violence
at spectator-football opened their eyes,
boxing (states the News) was phased out
of London schools about sixteen years
dg0, mlnly 83 reslt o o e by

P Dr. Edith Summersill
oppm\em of the sport”

"This s true but the now Baroness
Summerskill was not exactly a “lifelong”
opponent of the sport. It was the result

of a sudden, traumatic happening.

She was ifdlong uitr pacifist and a
Labour Party supporter who waited for
years for 2 safe scat at Edmonton — where
old Mr Broad hung on until he had to be
wheeled off — and finally got into
Parliament in a famous by-election in
Putney, on 2 purely pacifist ticket. It
was a notable reverse for the National

Government, and she was marked for a
Cabinet Post in 2 future Labour adminis-
tration — but with the war, she went
into the Home Office and helped to
imprison conscientious objectors who
could not answer the requirements of
the t-ibunal (her own son did s0
successfully, the requirement being
bl 0 pl et 20 eblbmen e
with adequate literate fluency).

D Summersil aceepied lecire
posabily ot o o nd

e find her taking a passionate. A
bttt ot 1 oo pacii so
abandoned butin ... the evil effects

of boxing.

Some might think even commercialised
boxing expliters hd o s 0 answer
for than the worthy 5. Itus
be argued, maybe m\l n mu “bcxmg
leads to war” by encouraging aggression.
Who “led” to war? Rocky Merciano?
Joe Louis? Max Schmeling? Kid Berg?
Alas none of them made more than P.T.

rporal .. it was rospectable gents in
striped pants and black suits who never
swing a briefcase in anger who led the
people — not their aggressive instincts
either — to march blindly to war in

defence of rotten regimes.

ROON

ABOOT
the t“it:st

WOr
CAREFUL!

On the walls of the bullring in Madrid
young Auarchists demanded *Anmmesty
for Bulls Also.” By the Barcelona
st gt i ~-uo Prison,
Amnesty for

veukibes gotesque cxggnion
tosay quite in the style of the p
e e (borarian vesion) that there
aa unless we also
liberated animals. But that we should
make some attempt to liberate animals
and to cease from the relentless exploita-
tion of them, is certainly true.

Kenneth Levasseur and Steve Sipman
are charged in Hawaii with liberating

to communicate with h

artificial language.” It sounds like
“Illuminatus!” but it is  perfectly
serious case in which two young men
face imprisonment.

Ken goes so far as to say that one of
the dolphins was so intelligent that she
told him she wanted o be set free. True
or false? But the fact s that Prof. Louis
Herman had spent four years “painstaking
tesearch” in the endeavour £ teach
dolphins to communciate (or perhaps
10 teach humans to communicate with
them). Dolphins are certainly the most
intelligent of the animal Kingdom and it
may be, higher than mankind in 1Q

chough not in dominati

States Prof. Herman: “Kea (one of
the dolphins) has become very sophisti-
cated ... we would ask her more and
mor diffcltand interesting questions
and get tremendous response




1 she was so intelligent, would she
not have demanded her freedom? It
calls to mind the German horses
German professor had (he claimed)
il b1 ooy
stamping their hooves in prison-alphabet
vk, (Vaurice Naeterinck was one of
those convinced by his cleims). 1t was
cither genuine or they were extremely
well-trained performers. Either way
they vanished into the round-up for
cavalry in World War I, (Isit possible
that somewhere in a shelltorn trench a
soldler mighthare heard s hors ispping
out the word ... HE]
e e R
were not criminals. Those who set the
dolphins free are so accused.

Maybe dolphins don’t have to try too
hard to beat us in the intelligence stakes,
and in the compassion stakes they have us
licked hollow.

3

the CANON

Because of his pacifistic views, Canon
Collins was regarded as Left Wing (what-
ever that means) and in the far off days
of CND was a central figure of the
nuclear disarmament movement. Now
e comes out against the firemen’s
strike, comparing them with the Nazis;
the PLG, or the German liberation move-

a canon be so reactionary, you may ask?
is summed up in the Gospels when the
idealistic young man is told first to give
all to the poor and, because he has great
possessions, he goes away sorrowin

the of many a would-be revolutionary
Chrisuan.

First time available in UK (no licence
required), low power laser (for profes-
sional use only), this very professional
equipment is currently in use by the East
erman security force, primarily for
crime prevention and detection. The
laser comes complete with mounting
tripod, decoder, headphones, and tele-
eoplc shc i v caib BAY
pane up to a distance of 850
yacts A i ik g el
the room. This is picked up through a
high power sound filter that picks up
the window pane oscilations and trans-
mits it back t0a decoder. The sound

reproduction is 100 per cent and is very
easy to operate and install. Only six
units available. Price £1,250. For

“WANTED" notices, in several languages,
have appeared in British police stations,
with photographs and allegations
concerning members of German resis-

tance groups. It also states that there is
a teward offered for their apprehension.

Surely this is the first time that such a
notice has appeared? Yet not one news-
paper, to our knowledge, has commented
on this extraordinary precedent, which
must be added to the precedent o
allowing European police to raid British
homes, with a Scotland Srd officer along
1o give it some appearance of legality.

Is it to be confined to Westemn
Germany. (wich confesstat b this
matter it is working in close lizison with
Eust Germany)?

“Thisis surely the end of political
asylum and independence from foreign
tyrannical govemments as we have
hitherto known it. There is no apparent
reason why Soviet police should not
co-operate with Scotland Yard in
capturing their escaping dissidents, nor,
why they should not post up “Wan
oo g e fhe «du ‘might

actually dare to comment on th:

Strange that case of the lady who's
supposed 1o have kidnapped an American
Mormon missionary from his Surrey
home, tied him to & bed and forced him
to have sexual intercourse with her. A
(iterally) blow by blow account in most
papers, most of them immensely
enjoying the joke. Rape of a man by 2
‘woman hardly counts s traumatic as
rape of a woman by 3 man, and by the
manbites-dog criterion it presumably
made niews, but one wonders if the
comments would have been quite so
flippant if the man whose celibacy was
thus being invaded had been 2 Roman
Catholic priest rather than a Mormon
ne?

Grammatical Note: “There i still a
large number of moderate fireman .. .”
— from the press. Let us hope they are
not normally in the habit of proceeding
moderately to fires and moderately
putting out the blaz

A SHORT
WALK:
10.12.77

1t was 4 pleasant afternoon

Sl e

to protect the indifferent public:

or wasiit to protect us, like kindly uncles?

Women, too: God, how can they bear

0 look such freaks?

Such sacrifice for the state:

if they'll do that, they'll do anything.

Past the self-assured blankness

of ud veniyidi e gt
solid, worthy ci

Shrairiare Siind e cilised vl

x oreign comrades

that the higher echelons of police are all

aristocrats,

ul, under tattered flags,
ke displaced persons?

No matter, we were there, making our
gesture,

in spite of knowing the futility.

When the first anger recedes

itis a time for sorrow. No, it was no
hardship,

this mourning gesture for a sister

hanged in her cell, denied even the dignity
ofa short walk

to the gallows.

BLACK FLAG: — Readers Meeting and
Social in the Club Room, Conway

Red Lion Square, London, W.C.I. on 17ty
FEBRUARY _at 7.30p.m.

ETHIOPIA

Throughout the centuries in which

dominaton el upon AT

one independent Black African country
which stood s a symbol for Black

ANARCHO-
QuIz

1. Why did Beethoven tear off the title
page of his “Eroica” symphony?

2. Everyone knows the Emperor Nero
fiddled while Rome burned — but what
made him grin?

3. How did Jimmy Buchanan, the
whisky tycoon, guarantee that Lloyd
George would raise him to the peerage
(as Lord Woolavington)?

4. The anarchist-syndicalist colours are
red-and-black ... would the Bolshevik
colours be red-and-lavender?

5. Did the Nazis set fire to the Reichstag?
(Answers on pagel4,)

: Ethiopia. It
was wrong that it should have done, for
the sole mark of its independence was the
fact of its State which is a symbol of
subservience. But Haile Selassie stood
for something for many people, and
during the thirties he became a figure-
head for resistance to ltalian fascism.
Vot the Bitopies Engcs borer
the world had stood still. Feu
sill rules, backed by American ai
alwvays fumbling and incapable of backing
he ght horse, cas In  Siste role by
the world yet incapable of bringing
any of ts projects to success. This led
1o the downfall of the Emperor whose
dynasty had lasted since the Pharaohs,
none, not even the Rastafarian sect
Sk e 2 LY
Tow 3s to do him hon
How the Ethlopians must regre the




camng R Lol il g
of King Stork; (not that they
contultod) for whet has ugponed s that
it has come under the rule of Russian
advisers, Cuban mercenaries and local
generals, and is redveing the land to
devastation in war against its neighbours
‘They make silent protest in the only way
left to them, they vote with their feet and
escape the war when they can; and only
ths sxefin ofmu(mccrsencoum&e;
others to go on. The war against
SoTADitra Surip o dikar
Ogaden, s being stepped up by Russia;
it can have no possible benefit to anyone
living in Somaliland or Ethiopia unless
they have a high command in the army
ora position in government, Somalia
thought — after she expelled the R
nd Gl tet s R
on her side; its educated vanguard finding

No one disguised their view that Steve
Biko was murdered for his expressed
opinions

rhen place in the hnrehy they are

Somehow the murder of Steve Biko

crystalises in an acute form the living lie
of South Africa more effectively than
the putting down of riots in Soweto.
After all the whites in South Africa
claim their object s the preservation of
civilsed standards in the face of the
threat of black rule to the north. Amin
has clearly been as involved with the
murder of black and white people in
Uganda and remains the head of State.
1ts a fact white South Afficans comment
upon with disgust, et they copy Amin
and even learn a lesson or two from.
their avowed enemy, the Soviet Union,
in the elimination of the opposition.
Despite all the expressed disgust and
contempt for South Africa, the capitalist
involvement continues unabated. Every-
one has been talking for years about
the bloodbath to come in Southern
Africa. 1t's already happening and
most of the people being killed are black.
‘The only way it could have been averted
was for the investors in apartheid to
have withdrawn their cash. But the
investors never contemplated such:a
course, because it was apartheid which
kept labour cheap and profis high.
Anyone with a modicum of knowlegde
about economics and Southern Africa
realises that the Britsh ruling class only

what every child knows that “the West’
e notingfot noting
In Addis Ababe, riots are brutally
supprestedy the rognautioh Has
displaced the “reactionary fuedal”
regime — which nevertheless resisted
fascism and colonialism — only to replace
it by a dictatorial and militristic regime
which has nof resisted Russian and Cuban
penetration which gratuitously gies it
the “progressive” ticket. This “Le
Wing” govemment is now englgtd
brutally suppressing “dissidents’
Addis Ababa and wiping out opposition
10 the war, and the dictatorshi
0 e (' “dissidents™ The press
describes them as “Marxists" and the
Army generals describe them as “Anar-
chists.” Naturally, the generals are
prevented from calling them “Marxists™
if they are, siace the revolt

SOUTH AFRICA l

deprecates apartheid in -Mds bene-
fitting fromits practise dail

mmmlm‘wsmm“
that one might have expected liberals to
redlise that capitair and aparthid
are such bedfellows that one can only
get rid of tho one by destroying both
Yet liberals are all for capitalism and by
remaining opposed to anartheid they
just demonstrate the two faced posture
for which they aterenrmed:

Vet the socalt altenaive it the
age old approach of fraternity, equality
and justic has no tecth in B
politics today. The power, whether
Labour or Tory (or Liberal), is capitalist
power. Thus the changes that South
‘Africa requires wil only be achieved by
achieving 2 radical change in capitalist
countries whilst internal revolt rids the
world of racism in South Africa itsel.
Both tasks look very difficult at the
moment. But any other course has no
possibility of success.

That there could have been changes
within a capitalst structure in South
Africa whilst breaking down apartheid by
stages s certainly true. But now sucha

their Russian and Cuban overlords! The
world press s bound by the military
Indrired diecive o deacibe Macches
and
Anarchists “Marcst
the that th: generals have been forced
into the truth, and that the revolutionary
‘movement is Anarchist?

1t would be optimistic to Togiles
cannot expect thit emerging A
ottty w1 ol e o
as elsewhere.

Problems of the State, capitatism and
nationalism re alltotally different. What

countries for military and e d
rather than to the “westen”

achiev nly transtoy benefisfor the
black population. Where 1o blac}
bourgecisie could suppress the ik
workers for capitalism, no dcubt a black
et would be able to enslave their
brothers in the name of state socialism.
In fact they wouldn't be a black elite if
they didn’t

Which leaves us with libertarian
socialism. A current of socialist thought
which is weak todsy though far stronger
than many people think. With libertarian
socialism — with anarchism — there can
be no eltes, black or white, no apartheid,
no murders in prison, no capitalism.
Anachists are depicted in the Statist

and capitalist media as evil murderers —
yet itis our declared enemy, the State
and the capitalists who aid and abet the
Statc, who carry out the evil murders.

So what has anarchism got 10 offer
the black population struggling in
Southern Afica? It may not sound much
but itis our ideas we have to offer. They
don't change whether people are black

r white. Equality and Statism cannot
work together whatever the colour of
ple’s skin. With our ideas is our

course is impossible because black freedom example: anarchists are not raci

would mean reasonable wages and that
would achieve a withdrawal of investment.
There s not a black bourgeaisie in South
Africa that would stand a cliance of
pushing wages down to maintain the
capital investment. Thus South Africa
faces apartheid and apitalism or black
socialism.

However we know it's not that simple,
oo EnindTadpanor authori-

and libertarian. The authoritarian
curxem i Ly :\‘mng!r and would seize
(indeed has seizet opportnities in

Sonlhcm i Stae s would

propaganda
have the same historical evidence of thie
success of workers' self-management in
Spain for blacks as we have for any other
people.
We ask our black brothers to join
anarchist groups, set up their own or
draw from anarchist ideas the inspiration
they need to fight for social justice.
will not lead or be led. though we've got
plenty to learn and something worth-
while to offer. Anarchists won't agree
continued page fourreen
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ANTI-VIETNAM WAR

The national liberation struggle in
Vietnam was one of the bloodiest little
s history. Eollowingia thefoot
steps of the French, the Ame
Imperialists used every means s! ool
atom bombs to try and break the spirit
of the struggling Vietnamese peasanis
who only wanted peace and freedom.
Bu, try as they might, the U
‘warmongers not alone failed in their evil
aims but caused a massive wave of protests
against their criminal actions to swell up
among ordinary decent American people
backhome,

There were huge marches to the
Whits House, the Pentagon, and other
state institutions. Schools and colleges
were taken over by protesting slud:ms
Demonstrations were held outsid
military draft board offices and Lo ion
centres and in some cases these offices.
were also occupied by anti-Vietnam
grotstors, Big publcrualbumings
of draft card
Bombings of pubic balldings wer also
part of the protest campaign. But perhaps
the most spectacular of all the many and
varied protests against the mass bloos
letting in Vietnam were the man:
hijackings of passenger planes by young
Americans seeking to have world public
attention drawn o the Hitlerite doings
of heir government in Washingtoa.

tnam War is now over. But
those members of the U.S. Establishment
who were responsible for all the blood-
shed and the suffering in Vietnam were
not punished for their terrible deeds
though they were comparable with the
crimes against humanity committed by
the Nazi war-criminals who were tried
and hung in Nuremburg after the 2nd
World War. And while these U.S. war
criminals continue to revel in the fleshpots
of upper class American society many of
those who protested against their
murderous actions in southeast Asia
remain rotting in prison ... . possibly to
stay there until the very end of their
lives. One of these forgotten prisoners
is Lorenzo Edward Ervin Jr, who is
better known among his comrades as

“Komboa.

Komboa i & 30-year old Black man. And
he is now serving a life sentence for
hijacking 2 plane from Atlanta in the
south-castern United States to Cuba as

a protest against the actions of the U.

WARRIOR

‘mass morderers in Vietnirn,
e was bon and raised in Chattanoog

Tennessee —a small city on the border

of the state of Georgia. He came from a

‘poor working class family and was raised

by his mother and aunt. In 1965, at the

age of 18, he joined the USS. Army. His
reasons for doing this were much the

Forall o them cnlisted in U
Kiling wachine i the hop of scaping
the boredom, the poverty, the victimisa-
tion by local cops and to seck adventure
which they could not find in their home-
towns.

For Komboz, the American
Army was a big tuming point in his life.

soon began to develop 3 keen political
understanding of why he and his working

class brothers lived in squalid ghettoes
and were among the most oppressed -
and exploited of humans in American
capitalist society

During the very first week of his basic
training, forinstance, at Fort Jackson
camp in South Georgia, there was a race
ot betwiwen Blacks and Whites, which
had t0 be broken up by a squad of
military police. After the fighting was
stopped, some 400 young soldiers, mostly

Blacks, were shipped in a convoy of buses
to Fort Gordon in another part of Georg
There they found that the drill instrucsoes
and officers were vicious racialists who
went so far as to deliberately foster
tensions between Black and White
recruits. Time and time again young
Komboa encountered this same kind of
racism and he 500n came to see thatit was
part of  programme of control directed
at eliminating any joint Black/White
opposition to the indoctrination process
which i part and parcel of every military
training scheme.
After a short time at Fort Gordon,

omboa was sent to Fort Dix in New
Jersey for further training while awaiting
shipment to West Germany. During this
period two events took place which had .
profound influence on his thinking. The.
first was the people’s revolt n the
Dominican Aepublic at the end of April
1965 when some 20, marines
and paratroopers were sent in o crush
the rebels. The other event was the
rebellion of black people in the Watts
ghetto of Los Angeles some three months
later. He began to get a clearer picture
of the class nature of American society.
The people of the Dominican Republic
and the people of the Wats ghetto were
ordinary order-taking humans like he
was. And they had risen up in angry
revolt against those responsible for their

oppress=d conditions of ife. But their
masters suppressed their revolt violently
— with guns and human robots trained
touse thom. He let his mind's eye travel
further afield — to Vietnam. It was not
long before he came to realise that the
struggle in Vietnam was between the
ordinary people there and the U.S.
Imperialists. It appeared, in fact, as
just a larger version of the Watts and
Dominican rebellions. To his great
horror, he saw with clear wide open
eyes that, as an American soldier, he was
serving the interests of the common
enemy of the people of Watts, of the
Dominican Republic, and of Vietnam.
He wondered what he should do about it

Justa few weeks after the Watts

rebellion, he was flown by a military
jet to West Germany. There he was sent
to an Engincer unit at the city of Mana-
heim. From the very first day of his
armival, he was literally bombarded with
anti-Soviet and anti-Communist props-

ganda in general. But Komboa had grown

THE STORY OF LORENZO
"KOMBOA” ERVIN



up a great deal. He could now see the
real situation and not the nonsense

picture that the ULS. military authorities
in West Germany would have him believe

in. For every day all around him he
could see the same old trappings of the
racism that had been 5o much part of his
life since birth. He saw the daily Black/
Whitesqutbbesand st gt theway
{he Blacksoldies ot the it
dumgerousfobs the contiauil scimloe-
tion against Blacks when soldiers were
promoted or were putin higher pay
brackets, the dividing up of Blacks and
Whites in housing estates, and the general
aparheld policis which vere delbrstly
pursued by the U.S. Army bosses at all
lees,
and a number of other young

Baca et nwn time to do something
about this. A group was formed secretly.
s cled Bk O United”, and it
involved some progressive whites. Very
soon this group called for a strike and &
boycoft of the mess hal, the e and
the enlisted men'’s club. They
st o
men and other back home.
general, so distributed the old lpznlmd
pattern at the camp that eventually the
commander gave in and some changes
made. A few Blacks were selected and
promoted to higher ranks, the discrimins-
tons i jobs and hosing e made to
appear less obvious, and a Civil
Officer was even appointed to e
Black “problem.” Nothing fundamental
Lad changed. But Black Gls United felt
that they had scomd 3 vicory. They

proved that things could be hmved i
Srnacy peopk Al e o

As well as attacking the apartheid system
in the camp, Black Gls United was also
very much involved in anti-Vietaam War
activities. And they took part in anti-
war demos with German civilians, usually
students. The group's slogans were very
me nigger”

being sent in ever larger numbers
Vieta, T 1966 whole wifesiationsd
in France and West Germany were trans-
ferred to south-east Asia. Black Gls
United responded to this by calling on
USS. soldiers to resist the war by deserting
or going absent without leave. 1t was not
long before these actvities put Komboa
and his comrades under the official
spotlight. The Army’s Criminal Investigs-
tion Division (CID) tried vainly to infil-
trate the group. But while they did not
succeed in this, they began a programme
of harassing those they suspected of
belonging toit. Komboa was one of
those singled out for ‘special treatment.”
He was continually charged with breaking
this little rule and that minor regulation.
This caused hi to lose his specialist
rating and be reduced in rank and pay, as

well as having to do extra overtime, T
‘made him love the Army and its racist
controliers even less and when, eventually,
papers came from the Pentagon ordering
him to Vietnam, he practiced what he
reached and went abeent without ete

o A ok e P hiding.
But one day he was spotted by an under-
cover CID zgcm whn alerted the Military
Police, who i army jargon are called MPs.
Very quitly,thee o these MPsspped
into the social club where Komboa was
sitting. They were wearing civilian
clothes and without identifying themselves,
they grabbed Komboa, belted him with
a biackjack and tried to hustle him
outside to @ waiting CID car. A fierce
fight ensued. Two MPs were stabbed
and the third was knocked um:onscmns
Komboa fled. But after a ead
manhunt he was arrested at g\mpnml the
following day. A few hours later, black
and blue all over from a vicious pistol
whipping, he was l:ken to the US Army
stockade in Mannl

Asa lesull of lhIS |n:1d=nl and beca ¢
ar I\u pn itical activities, Komboa wa

\ced to six months in a military

i s e o b sl
from the Army. On the last day of April
1966, he was freed from prison anc
shipped to Fort Dix in New Jersey where
e was given his discharge papers.

When he came back home to Chattanooga,
Komboa began working with the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). At that time the SNCC was
practically the only Black organisation
engaged in anti-war activities. His work
Consited raalnly o detrk g the
SNCC newspaper at schools, youth
centres, and other public places. Much
of his time was also spent in working
with Black youngsters — teaching them
Black history, telling them what the
Vietnam war was really about, and trying
toinfluence them away from the usual
ghetto practices of boozing, drug-taking,
and general anti-social and self-destructive
behaviour.

Not unexpectedly, this effort to
educate his people did not go unnoticed
by the local oppressors and state
controllers. He was often stopped by
Chattanooga policemen with drawn guns.
Tﬂey would search him and then threaten

0 “get” him if he didn’t stop “all that
Bk power agitation.” He was often
followed by cops and he became used to
having patrol cars parked outside his
home. Once the Chattanooga police
went 5o far as to arrest him and two
BB il ou's bopis iy,
car theft and weapons charge. But so
obvious was the frame-up that all three
DSBS e wofed Ll

5

Fatingin ths sttempt to frame
Komboa, a special session of the Hamilton

County Grnd Jury s omened 0y
estigate™ the exieat and mﬂutmc

of e “BlaK powst aupeIRSIE

Chattanooga, and summoned. i

testify. And when e refused to obey

the summons, he was ordered to be

arrested for contemnt.

‘Onee more, Komboa had to go on the
run. He went to Atlanta in Georgi.
There he decided it was time t0 make &
dramatic proest against (he warin
Victnam and the US Gov
represion o the bidding FroERRENES

tin America itself. He made plans
1o iack a place. He srofe A atHF
requesting the Government of Fidel

st70 in Cuba o give him political
asylum. And he had some anti-war
leaflets printed for bringinz on board a
plane with him.

"Then on the 25th February he went
‘o Atlanta sirport and booked sbosrd an
Eastern Airlines flight to Miami in
Pl Shonly e akeof e puld
out a handgun and announced “
aireraft is being commandeered by e
of the Black Liberation Movement.”

o e st s o et i
o intention of hurting anyone, and that
there was o reson for them t0 panic.
He pointed out tha this was an “srmed
protest action against the war in Vietnam
and the domestic war against Black.
America, especially the attacks against the
Black Panther Party and the SNCC.”

He said that the FBI had practically
cliinatd he SNCC s an ffcive
ind that most of its

Black revolutionary group working for
the freedom of Black people, and that

the US Government was racist and
against the liberation of Black people.
This was the underlying reason, he

added, why Black leaders such as Malcolm
Xazd Martin Luther King had been
assassinated, and why so many others

had been framed, jailed, or driven into
exile. After making this brief speech,

he then had the stewardess pass around
the anti-war leaflets he had brought on
board the plane.

When the plane landed at Jose Marti
airport in Cuba, Komboa surrendered his
gun to the police. They brought him to
some Cuban officials to whom he gave

was offered political asylumin Cuba, o in
some other country in Africa. Eventually,
it vasaraned tat he would wavel i
Czeche work wit

the A!n:m smdm groups -hm bero-e
finally going to the Republic of Guinea-
And 50 a few months after landing in

Cuba, he was given money, a passport, &=
airline ticket, and was plaeed on board 2
Cuban Airines flight to Prague in
Czechoslovakia. 2



Once in Czechoslovakia, he began
working feverishly with several African
student groups. And he managed to
create much sympathy and understending
among these Continental Africans for

the liberation struggle of Black Americans
in the USA. At the same time, he served
as an ambassador from Black America to
China, North Korea, and two African
countries.

Komboa soon became quite 2 public
figure in Prague and this quickly brought
him to the attention of CTA agents based
¢ the US Embassy there. He began to be
followed everywhere he went by these
szents and their Czech informers. Not
Tong after this he was very surprised to be
told by the Czech Minister of Foreign
Affairs to surrender his Cuban passport

nd to get an American one from the.
American Embassy. This order semed
very strange 0 him, ce he was 1
guest of the Cmc\\exlovak Ge\':mm:nl
he decided to comply, and so he went
along to the American Embassy. But,
once there, he found that he hiad made a
very stupid mistake. For no sooner iiad
he arrived than he was attacked by a

the USA where th FBI were expecting
him. They even had a flight ticket ready
for him, It seemed yery clear that there
T st somaind of Sonspiacy.between
the US Embassy and people in the Czech
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to get him
out of the country and back to America.

Komboa felt that he had fallen into &
very sinister trap. But he Kept very cool
andactd as i he was ging along with
the plans of his captors. He walk
quietly out of the embassy ‘uiding
with them. Then he suddenly tumed
on them, knocked one of the agents to
the ground, and ran for all he was worth
out of the embassy compound into the
maze of streets of Prague where his
captors lost him.

ex making sure he was ot being

followed, Komboa then went to sec his
African friends at the University. They
advised him to leave Czechoslovakia
straight away, suggesting that he should
g0 and stay with some other Airican
students n East Berlin. He took their

‘midnight train to East Berfin. As soon as
he got there, he looked up the students
he had been told about and gave them
his letter of introduction. They proved
0 be true comrades and arranged for him
tostay in a student hostel — giving him
meal tickets and money as well.

inknown to Komboa, the American
Ambassador in Prague had wired
Washington after his escape. Almost
immediately a general lert was put out
for Komboa. Its effect on the young.
{Black American ws devastatng. Around

midnight on September 18, 1969, as he

FBI headquarters for interrogation,

Iay sleeping in bed, Komboa was attacked fingerprinting and photographing —

by a team of about five CIA agents.
quickly drugged him, and semi-conscious
he was hustled out 10 a waiting car. He
was then sneaked past the East German
border guards into West Berlin, where he

They which some FBI agents brought him to

the Federal Detention Headquartersin
Manhattan to await trial. Then, without.
warning, a few weeks later he was taken
to Newnan in Georgia and there tried by

was taken to an inn, The next day he was a jury of red necks, who conspired with.

Srgiang . US Connlne o Hest
e met a Mr.

B aras.
“Public Safety Officer”
for Interational Developr
{o1d hitha e beem Kdrappe
becusaR S pesstiod Eonmuind

intelligence agent” and was wanted for
federa lw iotions i

the equmty judge t0 railroad him
to prison . . . where Komboa will stay
ior ﬂw rest of his natural life unless we
work to get him out.

M.T. & friends of Komboa

Letters of P please to the US
onsulate in your town.
Letters and ends of solidarity to Komboa

S. He then
tried to get Komboa to sign a “confession” ¢ 8759/175, P.0. Box 1000, Marion,

and other phoney papers, but all he got
from his young captive was a straight
No!

s the beginning of a week of

llinois 62959, USA.

OUTHA FRICA - ¢

with black people because they're black.

This wa
sheer hell for Kormboa, When he continued - sperac 5. Hoe wilbe dissgces

o refiise to sign the phoney papers,
Lanier and another man t00k him toa
secluded room, where three other men
were waiting. Komboa noticed at once
that the walls were heavily padded and
that there was a table with some kinds
of medical instruments on one side.
Lanier told the men “He refuses to
co-operate. You can take over now!”
Without saying a word, the men put on
overalls and rubber gloves, Komboa was
knocked o the floor. ‘Then he was told
10 stand up, and when he refused one of
them jerked him to his feet and slammed
nim against a wal. This was a sg
for all three e 10 attack him for ail
they were worth. Battered, Komboa
slumped back to the floor. Agsin he
was t0ld 10 “get up!” and was jerked
back up to & standing position. One of
them grabbed his hair and hissed “This.
will teach the nigger to do what his
black ass is told.” Komboa, stil reeling
felt a blow on the side o e
then heard someone mutter Lok out
don’t hit him in the face!”

For almost 2 whole week these three
men tortured Komboa in @ highly
organised way. They used drugs which

‘made him vomit and defecate continuous-

ly. They would not let him sleep. They
‘made him stand on one leg for hours at

at time. And they insulted and h\lmxluled &h

him constantly. In the end, he wi
weakened physically and mencally that
he signed the phoney confession and a
“voluntary” repatriation form, which
would allow his captors to return him to

the US without any questions being asked. vne of the definite Bolshevik *va

principle as racists do.
Our position is smple. 1t is non-racist.

However in the same way that centuris

of wrongs suffered by women can lead

102 turning of the tables which sems

to put men always in the wrong anc

leads at times to a reverse sexism which

is probably inevitable on the road to @

‘balanced fraternity of free women and

free men, in the same way with race

there comes a feeling that centuries of

the most appalling exploitation of black

people by white people need some type.

of reversal. Just how seldom this in fact

appenssays a rat dea o the gmerwly

of black people.

ANARCHO-QUIZ'

. He had dedicated it to Napoleon
Ron aparte, who embodied the composer’s.
idea of “the hero” — as representing the
spirt of the French Revolution against
German autocracy — and tore the title

2. Nero gined whea he herd that half
 province of Affica was owned by only

six men.

3. He signed his cheque to parly funds

“Woolavington,” to make sure both sides

Kept e bargal.

“The Lavender and Red Union were.

US “gay Trotskyists” (puritanical Leon

would have turned over in his grave) who

changed their name to the Red Flag

Union (Bolshevik Tendency) and recently.

united with the Spatacist League to form

e

ery soon re made to

compltahefiol stxg ot idaappicg.

September 24, I

m= answer is a qualified
No. Van def Lubbe st B to the

1969, Komt
o Pt aad Somiod by o Reichstag s a protestcall agistthe
amed guadsfomthe Consute (Lanee

rm him. He was immediately taken to




=INTERNATIONAL NEWS=

DA i o)

FBI agents in Houston arrested three

members of the Weather Underground
organisation at the end of November,
preventing them from attending the

Fortmer
Pro-Life women’s rally being held there.
The three were part of a 20 strong
contingent who had gone to Houston
specifically to protect the rally from
attacks threatened by the Ku Klux Kian
women, Judith Bissell (33) and
another woman, fenathvlyidetilled s

the Los Angeles area, were arrested in &
parking lot as they left the rally. The
third person, Clayton Van Lydegraf (62)
of San Francisco was arrested while

ng a car on the north side of the

it

.
"The three are charged with conspiring
with two other people, arrested at the

sell
e e in Los Angels, o bomb the
of  Californian state senato
Poiice i that 150 pounds of explnnve
2nd an assortment of weapons
seized in raids connected with the arests,
None of the three resisted arrest, and

300,000 and 500,000 pr person.

Judith Bissell has been on the run since

0 when a federal warrant was issued

for her amest fllowing the planting of
mb at the University of Washington.
Van Lydegraft, who refused to answer
questions on the witness stand, has been
named as a prominent member of the
West Coast faction of the Prairie Fire
Organising Committee, with special
responsibility for recruitment.
Emily Harris, one of the Symbionese

transferred to a prison hospital as she had
been ons hungr sk She now weighs
les than 41 Kilos

Van Lydegraf
Two days after Christmas, 30.year old
Buddy Cochran escaped from prison after
a hacksaw blade was smuggled into his
cell, but he was recaptured within 48
hours. Buddy was sentenced to 12 years
imprisonment after ramming his E-type
Jagar intoa Ku Klux Kanrally in

Aug,

As reported previously in Black Flag,
the Weather Underground Organisation
(WUO) has split into two factions, one
which believes in continuing the armed
struggle, and the other which intends to
. The Praire Fire Organising
Committee, which is the WUO suppor
arm has also split on similar lines. The
West Coast PFOC (to which the three

Cochran

Buddy

amested people belong) supports the
Revolutionary Committee faction of the

LO which still hchc\es in armed
while the East FOC
Support th plan to "surfa
above ground, this faction hopes to
establish a support movement that will
provide the nucleus of a new revolution-
ary workers party (yes another one).

Th st may provoke s within
are the first since 1970
ltxdudmg\olnmny sumenders). WO
activity had anyway hed during
the period o pltcal i ngmmg — the
last action they carried out was the
February, (1977) bombing of the
Immigration and Naturalisation n Serios
office in San Francisco,
intended a.a csplay o solidarity with
immigrant Mexican workers in the US.
[source: Liberation]

ISRAEL

There is growing dissent among Israel’s
33,000 Druze community, particularly
among younger members of this tradition-
ally conservative ethnic group, who
object to the compulsory military service
imposed on them. The Israeli state has
reacted by arresting people who have
been active in the anti-conscription
‘campaign “under suspicion of involve-
ment in terrorism.” Detainees include
Asem al-Khatib, from Kfar Remi,
secretary of the Druze Initiative Committee
and Faragh Hanifes, & deserter from the
Israeli army
In recent years the D.LT. has been
agitating against compulsory military
service by actvly encourging deserion
from th ibers have also
partcipted n th demonstations and
strikes that have occurred in Arab villages.
MOSCOW,
A the beginning of December & press
conference was given in a small Moscow
apartment by a group of dissident workers,
who claimed to represent groups from
24 different towns. The organisation,
which has been inspired by similar groups
in other pean counties,
particularly the Workers' Defence
‘ommittee in Poland, made @ sistement
attacking the poor working conditions of
workers and peasants in the LSSR Raud
denounced the persecution
who raise thlr voices aganst sbuse.
ALY
—nnm—m_nonn Federation of Anarchists.
mmission de Relations Internati
ales de Federations Ansschistes (CRIFA)

y going

i Congress
will be held between 23 and 27 March,



1978, in Carrara, Italy. In a recent
ircular outlining plans for the Congress,
CRIFA announced the basis for delegate
status will be membership of a federation
of groups linked by a common prograrm
»act of association or common ideological
basis, unless there is a single federation
ering the whole of a particular

country. Organisations wishing to send
delegates or observers to the Congress are
invited t0 send the names and addresses,
and the aumber of people hoping to
attend to CRIFA ~ Casella Postale 22,
17100 Savona, taly, a5 soon as possible
before February 15th, 1978,
Asurvey published by Italian police at
the end of 1977, detailed more than

2,000 operations carried out by
Gandestine groups of the Taian mmmc
left.” This figure compares with 7
actions in 1975 and 1353 in 1976, adis
comprised mainly of attacks against police
stations and officials, politicians,
journalists and industrialists. The two
principal clandestine organisati
teatured i he eport ar The Aged
Proletadat Nuclol (NAZ

rigades (BR). NAP which wa B unmms\l)
based'in .\.q;h:snnd Rome now
roups i the age Nalln ltic whle
BR has estabished its operational base
in the main industrial zones in the north
of I

The Turi paper £ Stampa quotes
the report as saying that 115
Brigade militants are nowin prison, and &
further number of what the paiice
T

=

December 10th was an Interational Day
of action to protest at the murder o
Enslin, Raspe, Baader an® Schubert at
the time of writing we know that various
groups throughout the world had planned
actions to protest at the killings in
Stammheim prison but we have not yet
heard of any results

In London *Black Aid’ — an anarchist
group ha actrely soppoce e
inside and outside of called for

3 demonstration o the W Ger
Embassy, attended by iy

200 compades; The wareh proceedsd to

the W. German Embassy from the
Victoria Embankment and was lrge'
peaceful except for a brief scuffle when
the march turned into Halkin Street
icading into Belgravia Square as previously
agreed by the police. The police wanted
the march to continue on down Grosvenor
Place and approach the Embassy from a
different direction, but eventually agreed
0 allow us t0 g0 via the agreed route.

‘The march halted outside the W.
German Embassy in Belgravia Square
and six comrades delivered a petition to
the embassy with three demands; 1)
nnn\edlalc release of the only survivor
of the Stammheim massacre; 2) all
political R poure o[ 15
recommended by Independent Medical
Experts; 3) an independent inquicy into
the Stammheim murders.

osti Lakus Helsnkd 25th Dec 77
The following letter was received by an
AB.C. comrade who had written a
leter of solidarity to Kosti Lakus
Dear Comrade
1 thank you for your letter of the 16th
instant which mugm me great satis-
action. 1 did not know that n
4 in the pages f Black Flag
¢ although I have known of this
 nany years. Lam in peniten:
tiary of m,..m City at the present time,
1 year 2 months for stabbing
e the ol probation tme 4 years 7
months. | am not guilty — really Lam
ot guilty — and my innoc

clearly proved. My case has already been
sent 0 the High Court of Finland for
reduction of sentence. 1 beg you to be
kind enough and write a support letter
10 speed up the handling of the case to
release me without delay. Without
external support the ca
the High Cout from 3 to 6 mon‘hs. |
am & member and co-ordinator of
HAPOTOC Family International, P.0.
Box 10638, Amsterdam.

Address of the Hiz: Court in Finland is:
k. oik. presidentti Curt Olsson

Pohj, espl. 3,
1 appreciate your support on my
behalf very much, 1 am, very truly yours,

Kosti Lakus, P.0. Box 40, 00551
Helsinki, 55. Finland.

ERANCE

describe as * he
police e say Tl
lesto protet pollticass from furhee
s ut of the
e Ly way of Hierorin’
as a distinctly nation3l one, without
links with the Japanese Red Army,
Palestinian organisations, or the German
RAF.

The police anticipate a drop in the
ties of the clandestine groups owing
s Siungy HE P ot )
cts, but do predict
S Slonei Moncl
ihe date set for the rialof foundes BR
member,

Small self-adhesive stickers ha
appearing on walls and lamposts in a
number of towns up and down the
country, claiming that the notorious
Colonel ‘B who gave evidence for the
prosecution during (hc committlpro-

f these
m that other stickers,
sauing Col, Johnstons s head of UK
Signals Intelligence, are correct, as his

appointment to 24 was announced
fa the R Sgualing it

Wire"in )
14

iave been

Between 1,000 and 2,000 people demon-
strated in the 14th arrondissement in
Paris to protest against a series of evictions
e ot by, BRI e
squatters during N

Official uuuamp were fire-bombed
before riot police moved in with grenades
and riot sticks, hurting at least two
newspeper photographers.

The photo illustrates a molotov-

Cocktail attack against. La Semire;

rue Bardinet by members of the anarchist
autonomous groups.

ocl Larive and Patrick Bunoz were
caught in the act of sabotaging a bridge
at Malville, with the intention of slowing
down the construction of the nuclear
installations planned there. Police have
typically tried to present their action as
part of an international terrorist conspiracy.
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NETHERLANDS - HAPOTOC expands.
HAPOTOC, the Amsterdam based,
anarchist prisoner relief organisation is
undertaking an ambitious new project
the HAPOTOC Social Improvement
Project. Briefly, the scheme involves
the provision of a communal home wi

many of the long term prisoners HAPOTOC K

has been helping, can stay at following
release from prison, and adjust at their
oun pace 0 the ouside word.
e project which will be located in

North Holland, but will be open to
prisoners from all countries, will be run
on co-operative lines, with everything
owned and used in common. It will
provide a secure base for the
HAPOTOC Information service and

provide the first centre in which Reich’s
psycholoical theories can be used to
repair the damage done by the
incarceration of free people. The estab-
lishment of the project is the first stage
towards the creation of a world-wide
sexual political movement, that will seek
o destroy the social causes of repression,
and not solely o provide treatmen for
the world’s vict

1Fyouimaat oraar afof it 5ol

the project, or would like to provide
nancial help, write to HAPOTOC/SIP,

P.0. Box 896, 8901-BR Leeuwarden,

Holland.

UKRAINE

hunger strike. She was sentenced toa
7-year imprisonment lst February — one
of 177 manists accused of plotting
against the security of the state.

Saida was being detained in complete
isolation in Casablanca prison, as were
o other women, Fatimah Oukacha and

4 Ftouh, who are now also reported
ks seriously illin the prison hospital
All three were taking part in a total
hunger strike involving 139 political
detainces, in Casablanca and Kenitra
jails, who are protesting at the inhuman
(and under Mor zan law, llegal)
conditions of their detention, They have
been subjected to continal s of
violence by prison officials, and have
e denio viss from il
lawyers, have been refused correspon-
dence and newspapers — their isolation
has been complete.

Reuters Press Agency has consistently
misteported events surrounding the
hunger strike, which as we go to pressis
still continuing.

Losyf Terelya (33) has already spent 14

years of his life in prison camps and
mental hospitals. He was placed in the

Vinnits paychiati hospital on November

was released after one
o Becember 215 (1976 he
wrote a letter to KGB Chief Yuris
Andropov, detailing his treatment at the
hands of the authorities, with the resu't
that on April 28th 1977 he was again
confined to a mental institution. Terelya
managed to escape in mid-May, but was
recaptured on J\m: 2nd, wh:n he was.
transferred to hiatric
hospital at Dnepmpumm

LITHUANIA|

Algirdas Zypre served 15 years in Soviet

Labour Camps for his membership of
4 Lithuanian anti-Soviet undugmum\
formed after World War

sentence should have ex ued on January
14th, 1973, but he was not released
Consequently Zypre wrote a number o
complaints which resulted in his solitary
confinement in & psychiatric el
Mordovia, where he has been sin

October 1973 During tis time he
has been subjected (o bet

damaged his health.

251511 old Saida Menebhi died at 5.30
on December 11th n the Averoes de

Combinnes prison hospital after a 32 day

PHILIPPINES

More than five years have pass
Ferdinand Marcos declared a “‘temy

stae of mariallaw in e Pilppines.
More than five years have passed without
any of the basi¢ civil liberties:

Freedom of Speech. Eredom of the
Press, Freedom of Assembly

Freedom tolive. ¥

Fiave paséed of derention [ e

pmw‘sﬁ ihat s B el
round up everyone thought to be a
threat 10 the regime — workers, peasants,
70-year old tenant farmers, militant
priests and nuns, students, professors,
union leaders, political figures. Many

of those arrested five years ago have yet
tobe formally charged with any crime.

At every strike, strikers are arrested,
and the ringleaders detzined. The State,
showing its love of the family, has often
arrested the husbands and wives of those
already imprisoned: other families

slowly starve on the outside. The
tortures reported in the daily newspapers,

by Jack Anderson and Amnesty Inter-
national — give the lie 1o the eynical
facade of a so-called “smiling martial
law.”

Since the declaration of martial law,
the dictatonship hastied = without
iccess — to gain international prestige
fors fegime that ests on tetor  the
old “bread and circuses” routine. Only
{his e the lzusesar not o ool the
masses, who are already to0 well
acquainted with the Iron Heel to be
deceived further — but to fool world
opinion. A few examples: the Miss
Universe Beautiful Meat Market Contest;
the Ali-Frazier Fight; the International
Monetary Fund conference; and the
latest performance — the World Peace
Through Law Conference. In addition,
the regime has souzht respect for its
crimes through the likes of such
“intellectuals™ as Nobel Prize-winner
stands for

Nazi Germany
had its own stable of “artists” who
sand for the jackboot — “people” like

operatic star Kirsten Flagsted and
philosopher Martin Heidigger. Soviet
Russia, 100, has nurtured 2 flock of
“artists™ t0 pay homage to the butchers

had to import outsiders for the same
filthy job — “people” like pianist Van
Cliburn and chess master Bobby Fischer.

Behind the glitter, behind the Culture,
behind the exhibition, lurks the barbed-
wire reality of the detention camps —
and the thousands of our imprisoned
Fellow Workers.

For them, there are no circuses, no

conferences, no culture. For their

milies — only privation and fear. For
their comrades in the Philippines — the
all-cons'iming struggle to survive and

ght the dictatorship. For our imprisoned
Fellow \\or\u: our Comrades — there
is only us — on the outside, living free.
Thc\ need ou help. They deserve our

\\nm appealing to you to make a
donation t0 the General Defence
Committee’s fund for our Fellow
Workers imprisoned in the Hifres

— for them and their families.
contributions will be u!e!u!.l\ accepted,
10 matter how sm:

Make your cheques or fmoney et
payable (0 “GDC, Local 4” and sdda
e that 1 1 o P P If possitle,
try to send something each monthion =
segular basis, It is the very least that we
can

General Defence Commitiee, Local &
P.0. Box 364, Agana, Guzm 96910,
British General Branch G.D.C., c/o 226,
Emscote Road, Warwick..



JAPAN
Taternational support 1 urgently needed
10 nip in the bud new moves the Japanese
government has started to escalate
repression of radical activities. We appeal
10 readers of this message to write or
telephone the Japanese embassy in their
country to protest against Japanese police
brutality

In the wake of the Japanese Red
Army’s Dacca hi-jack in late September,
the government here has deliberately set
about garering public support for a new
repressive policy. Air crash benefits, for
example, were increased and extended
with great fanfares to cover people killed
or injured as a result of violent action
taken to prevent a hijack.

On October 22nd; three people were
arrested for handing out leaflets in front
of Osaka station. Osaka station concourse
has a reputation like that of London's
Speaker's Comer, and groups of all kinds
have traditionally used it for leafleting
and'so on. The action of th
police in this incident seems to be &
ltms est of publl opirion, and I they
get away with it the next wave of
Sepression will bowors, That s why It
s 50 important to act now before it is
to0 late.

‘The facts of the case are as follows.

Osaka station concourse’s
reputation, recently — particularly since

g boost of confidence given the
government by it victory in the Upper
House elections this summer — police
harassment of leafleting activities has beea
on the up. Right-wing organisations such
a5 Rev. Moon's World Anti-Communism
Crusade have not been interfered with at
all. The left, however, has been infil-
trated by plain clothes men, attacked by
o pRasate, puncied adbad
thei- clothes to

On October 28th, to protestat such
police harassment, 150 people represent-
ing more than 20 workers', citizens'
students’ and lawyers organisations
leafleted in the usual place. Within 30
‘minutes riot squads arrived and began
harassing them. After one hour a
representative approached the police
chief to protest. In order o pin an
ssult chge on bim the later began
shoving him with his shoulder, and in the
melee that followed one person was
arrested. This person, who was stark
naked as a result o the tug of war to
get him back from the police, was then
dragged bodily away through the station
o the seurtyoffce wherehe was besen
up and charge with obstruction. When
s oA s i s et
access. In the fight that followed, two

When
e t protot sgaast the pollc violece,
;Y;Rey 100 were kicked and abused by the

ot pols. Fot many peope i w4
great eye-opene
The three mesled people were hauled
up in court, but the judge refused to
ecopit e polcs iyt i dnied
the case. That is the situation at present,
but the police are sure to appeal, and a
higher court s likely to support them.
A campaign has begun in Japan to
awaken people to the implications of
the case. There s a real danger that
public apathy could allow Japan to clip
bty the dick eyt of the 19308

opportunity to file notice of appeal
roissant’ icti

France, the Germa
openly broken hetes of th F
Gem\xn extradiction agreement lby

hearings. He is now charged wi
organising RAF hunger strikes and
adopting their political views.
Verona Becker, a 25 year old formes
telephone operator, and 2nd June:
Movement member, was sentenced to

and the campaign here
on this aspect. People abroad can help
by writing or telephoning the local
Japanese embassy to protest at the
el CO ettt znd deand
that the Japanese government
gt st pcpl s
constitution. There i nothing the
Japanese government fears more than
bad foreign publicity, and this is our
chance to help the Japanese comrades
fight repression.
Internationl Committee to Fight
Police Repression in Japan.
Japanese Embassy, 4346 Grosvenor
Street, London W.1. 01-493-6030.

in
notorious Stammheim prison, at the end
December. She was forcibly brought.
before the judge for sentencing, and
refused to isten to his remarks, fighting
against at least six court officials who
tried to hold her, before being excluded.
from the proceedings. Officials also

ejected protestors from the public
wllery.

The judge found Verona Becker guilty
of shooting at several policemen with
intent to ki, rejecting a defence sul
‘mission that a lesser sentence for causing.
eius bndlly harm be given, for injuries
e offiers Tollowiag
e gun batle during which she
ateied. Verona's ompanion, 23 yeae
old Gumm ‘Sonnenberg was not tried as
1l suffering from Mld m]\lnﬁ

. :usum:d at the ti e of the
= i

101974 Verona Becker wassentenced
10 6 years imprisonment for taking part
in an explosives attack on the British
yacht o i Berln, but she vas el
in March 1975 in exchange for
Kidnapped politician Peter Iar:ns.

) ile People’s News Servi
repocts tal he West Gecman athortie
have introduced new legisation, designed

Tringard Moeller, who remains in a critical
condition after the murder attempt made
on her by the authorities in Stammheim
prison, is to bring a charge of attempted
murder against an unknown assailant in
an attempt to force the authorities to
reveal more background details to the
death on October 18th of Baader, Raspe
and Ensslin.

Her dition is serious, follow-

existing police practice,
mdudmgl arming of “anti-terrorist

uads” with sub-machine guns and hand
‘grenades and wide powers for raids with-
out warmants. T Chistian Derocra

Party wanis toinclude “geziel
Todesschuss” (the right to oot toXil
in the legislation).

One optimistic note:a determined.
siiopt s beizg made to ecousitie

inga hunger strike to protestat her
continued isolation. She has been isolated
since August (apart from 4 daysin
September) an is under continuous
surveillance.

Klaus Croissant, who was a defence
Tawyer for RAF. membe s, and who fled
to France following a systematic campaign
of police and press harassment that
culminated in a series of charges being
made against him, has been at the centre
of a controversy in France. French police
literally smuggled him across the French/
German border (after a judge ruled that
he should be extradicted to face accusa-
tions made against him by the German
‘govemnment), without allowing him the

ALT. (Inter-
lons Wkt Asodation). Peorle
wishing to contact German anarcho-
syndicalists of the Freie Arbeiter Union
should write to P.Teichert, Holstenstr.
196, 2000 Hamburg, 50, W. Germany.

FIESTA for Black X Mitual Al

project.  Bands/Disco 8 p.m,

Buff et/Bookstall 7.30

CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Sg

London W.C.l March 17th
Adm.£1




Dear Comrades, rilla . ... The collective is the group,
1 finally go- the literature you sent, which thinks, eels and acts as 2 group’
yesterday. What I received was: The We doubt that those who wanted to
May 1st Group; Floodgates of Anarchy, have become leaders (f they existed)
ety would hat been abe e
Wil petuates

Book; The The
Kropotkin's Federalist Ieas and The . Either One Fights Against This Against This ‘myth urm.\m Siruggle” (he e of 3
Russian Tragedy. Muc'is gracias. gy,m,.o,o,,g Is Lived By I article in “Revol

1 1¢ad the book on the May 1t Group Cells) the
last night and was wishing the whole Bear Comrades,
time that my comrades and I had known  In the last issue of Black Fiag, there
What was happening with the revolution-  were a couple of articles which deserved
ary activist wing of anarchism before we 1o be answered.

went into action. Albert Meltzer ‘The excellent articles on West Germany

described the isolated situation We Were  were marred by the harping back to the | &rmed st . They quota Jou

in in his analysis of the distorted image  Naz; State which at one time existed, but  Member of the ETA, who partook in the
of anarchism that developed in the US certainly does not now. The present Xecution of Carrero Blanco;

around the peace and hippie mOYemeNnts  State took over the Nazi State apparatus “In conclusion one can say: it is not
1d

n't consider anarchism us a Serious  practically intact, which we ha necessary to be a mining engineer to dig
revolutionary altemative because o the Brits and Yanks o thank for. Butthe ®tunnel, nor does one have to be an
onvilentatitude projected ovr hre present State is in its form of repression  ©XPlosives expert to blow up the road,
and I didn’t know anything of anarchist 10 the Naris, who were fnts noris it necessary to be an optical
history at the time. It would have aided c,,,,M,\,mc ‘mass mobilisation; ths present SPecialist to place a car so that it marks
me more than anything else to have had g1y onomic, political and a certain spot, and to place somebody
that knowledge beforehand —a S eatony E 0B imperialism (the ~ Who gives a sign. To put it differently,
consstent international revolutionary 1l nationls whose remesion s one has to destroy the myths. Nobody

theory would have made a tremendous jritutionalised and intenationalised, & 80d and nobody needs to be god: it
impact with all the press we got, 3t 1635t [1'\act Germany's case the model for 1 the work of very ordinary people.”
here in the US, and would have probably  Europe,  Going on about Nazis is Itis part of the psychological warfare’s
done much to clarify the situation for attacking the wrong enemy, just like those  SUFAtégY o propagate that people attack-
others who were as ignorant and SOIated.  efy.wing groups who devote their energy g the State by armed struggle are

a5 we were in elation (0 the anarchist 1 robiling sgainst the NF. The super-trained, super-human, super-
movement in Europe. It really Shows  enemy with the greatest strength are the _ Organised, U g ledlicl €
how anarchism i suppressed when T think - Socia] Democrats and the “rightewing”  humble we identify with that, True a
ofall the books I read on revolutionary  groups are a welcome excuse todivert certain amount of determination is
(State socialist) theory and history, from their form of fascism, and to appear  needed, commonsense and what have

Third World liberation struggles, guerrilla  Jjpera). ot b st Rerolutionary Gl e
warfare etc., without any references to The author/ess of the article a “Prod “Nothing gets you down more than
anti-authoritarian movemens. in the Ribs” writes: baing (o take the worlduide, big and

also finally got and read the book “Soms of them had authoritarian small viciousness, s the fear of the State
Durruti: The People Armed by Abel Paz.  socialst leanings and would have wanted  3uthorities anger is bigger than the fear
Did you read the article on “Terrorism 1 be “leaders”, but there were noleds . » of slowly suffocating from ones own
and Authoritarianism” in the August e would ke o know wher siepwise cormupton. We are o afraid

issue of Fifth Estate? The author accused  exclusive information comes from, from _ because the persecution, torture and
Durruti of foreing the people to collsbor-  what we have so ar read by the }mr Gr Gestrotin e s system has thought
ate with the Republican Government!  2nd June and Revolutionary Cells fo out for those who attack it, is frightening.

Everything in the book completely that matter) it would seem 10 befmpos. _ indeed.’
contradicts tha statement. 'm thinking  sible for someone with those leanings The article lists the various maiesd
about writing the author of the article 1o exist for very long in such groups. revolutionary “needs” to condu
and asking where he got his facts. Here are two extracts from “The Last successful revolution, being a speci uam

[ convinced one of my lawyers t0 get  Letters of Ulrike.” jack of all trades, which are the trades.
two subscriptions to Cienfuegos Press *“Authoritarian leadership structures of the pigs army. When two armies face
during his last visit — [l follow up 0n it have no material base in the guerilla, each other in a revolutionary situation
to make sure he doesit. I really appreciate also because the real, that s voluntary,  there will be engineers, mechanics, et 08
all the literature you send me. 1don't  gevelopment of the productive force of  our sde, the actul revolution wil Jor
want to ever get isolated from the each individual s somlloctfag me porate the mass of people, it is afterall
fiiemadonal revolutionary solidarity.  effectiveness of the a people’s struggle. To fight one

movement again. el o nteveneaa evolaionary s o now e 0 ool e
Freedom, way despite our weakness, 10 unleash the the various weapons needed, how to
Russ peoples war.” conduct oneself in urban struggle L2. live
(Russ Little, B66002, San Quentin “Collectivity is a moment, and its and survive underground, one cannot be

n, Tamal, Ca. 94964, USA. most important, in the structure of the an expert in every form of combat or
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support subjects, you'll be at it 20 years
from now. It up to the groups to

define the terrain they want to fight on,
and ot leave it up 0 the pigs.

o prepare for revolution in an armed
sense is 10 take up arms against the rulers,
1o destroy their false omnipotence. 1f
one’s political analysis is that armed
struggle s correct as one way of achieving
the revolution, then one should get down
10 organising with comrades, revolutionary
cells (not as a name), taking up arms and
attackin the Stato — where I 1 palliall
1ight to do so. The important part is to
keep the communication going between
the “legal” and “illegal” struggle, for the
illegals to make known their failures,
mistakes and experiences, t0 offer help.
materially and with advice to others who
want t0 do the same. In other words to
be accessible — keeping security in mind.
Tolearn how to fight is to fight and
learn whilst fighting.

Ttis not for anarchists (any revolution-
ary) to prepare for the revolution but to
belp in making it.

Box 71,

Rsing Free,
Editorial Reply : 182 Upper St. N.1.
In the current Leveller § an 78) the

many groups claiming
0 speak for the RAF ~ make it clear thcy
are “Marxists" and that (o raise the issue”
inarchism s “nothing but onti-
communist red-baiting” and say less
clearly, “italso is the attempt to practi-
cally usurp the old dispute between
revolutionary marism and revolution:

Jave “authoritarian sociaist leanings oud
would have wanted 0 be e
is what Marxism is about : leadership o

the analysis in “Prod in the Ribs” can be
Inultzd. "The quotations in no L
diminish the fact that some warited @
and a disciplined

The point on which we have persist-
ently harped is that the German bot

State " and this obsession permeates the

the nationalistic reference “Brits and
s

0 have some points Ia raise
mnc(muu the article “Prepar
e o
Spanish mmmdlx who after thirty years
were not prepared one way or another
Jor the present situation. There have
et

we will sum up afterwards.

Dear comrades,

With nurd to the FK piece in the last
ke to say am in.
complels sgreoment it Hs i R
and urgency, but T would like to make
the following comments:

He is absolutely right o recognise the
potentially authoritarian element of
violence when Anarchists areina tiny
minority. Potential

Dezr ot
y own pacifism is a deep wish for

peace but this does not include the
absence of activity when I or people close
o me i ettackat Lwish fof o of
peace but when faced with an array of
violence both overt and subtle what can I
o but defend and n lie down and offer
only tokens.
t violence includes violence such
as the active violence of state institutions,
the police and armed forces, both in
actual fact and potential. Subtle violence
includes imprisonment (actual and
ot pilnce follow)tnd resrcton

mprisonment is the open an
alised version of restriction, as pmlucd
by the state. Restriction is the even
subtler form of violence in society. Itis
the denial of our whole humanity s
practised by the commodity and the
spectacle.

In the face of such violence I can
only defend myslf, my humaniy and

e selves of humanity of those around
me. The question of the dofercl

be justified in thinking that premature
armed action comes from frustration.
Amedsctonls ool oIS
undertaken tco early on, i.e. whe
struggle and revolutionary orummmn
are insufficiently. seniope, or Wi
ihe State' opesion s ot widely
. it o ancouragil
{batvepeenion tirough e se1aGH
based on a false premise. A society
influenced by bourgeois morality e
easily persuaded that the rpression is
in their interest. Obsiously there will be
a polarisation, and the uvolunonny left
engaged in armed struggle will
Jecruls and supporters,but this new
support will be very limited and totally
insufficient to accomplish the long term
objective. Itisa short term tactic which
risks putting back the social revolution
by several years, for it means fighting
e batl o e which 4 i antages
10 the St
At docs ot mcan that Fyations
should not be 2s so0n
possible as he urges, presumably once 3

T, 115 counter roductive to
defend the mass of strangers who
comprise the working class from some-
thing they do not realise. Any sort of
active defence of the working class must
be coreed by aarg sle propaganda

to communicate the necessity
fr)l this defence.

Ttis true (see F.X.) that we must gain
experience in this fild for one reason
only, as the level of confrontation

etween manipulated and manipulator
increases and the situation of insurrection
becomes imminent then 2 whole variety

But
this will require 2 tremendous self-
discipline, for access t0 arms is a tempta-
tion in itself to carry out actions of
opportunity which may well be incom-
patible with the strategy and even long
term objective. Many uprisings have
failed because of impetuous attacks
before everything is ready. This has
wamned the security forces and led to
vast casualties amongst other comrades
asa result. The other problem is that
sectecy s poentially authoritarian,
especially when it comes to co-ordinating
operations, Finally do not otlly agiee

th him when.

of actiity shall ensue. It would not be n e argues completely
enough to be a simple :

good at it; or milit ghe_an:v o '
insurrectionary and good at it; or to bea rtise does not mean power auto-
P e e g matcally. Bur L fuly sgrc e

the community of anarchists must have
s dsposl torebel,

whole character of
public opinion. The Nazi State in the

it essen
obedient follower whether under Nazi
or otlerwise, and it s this follower who
represens the advance guard of capitalist-
state communist repression. Our
differenc hee seems purelyveral -

we have o cast a passing frown at

create and wis
TR e apart fom

' shouldsccumulte a5 many kil
5 possibl
Q
Dear comrades,
The article ‘Prepare"is an argument
that I havehwdm times and is

the material i
total knowledge of what we oppose (it is
not enough to call it anthority, whatever
itis, and say that it is wrong); the vision

of what we want; and the practical means
to defend our creation both in its
process of establishment and once it is
established.

Nick Noir.

mov:mml However F.K. scems to be

1don't see anythinglike
that happening in G.B., yet, even though
Thelieve this society is becoming more



oppressive. Most of the .nrplmcnu can
be countered, because they have twe

sides to them. For instance,
fact that many youngsters
forces because they are bored with life,
they may come from deprassed areas
vith o work,they have poor fally
backgrounds and they see themselves

as having no future. A lot of these kids
like the Army, but there are a lot who
want 1o get out when they are i,
witness the soldiers on fire service

duty, who are complaining openly to
‘mass media about their conditions,

poor sleeping facilities and long working
ours, Are these the potential fascists?
“This whole article reads like something
from a war manual. How many anarchist
workers are going to give their free

time over to training to use weapons

and to lear martial arts? What do you
doin your free time? Oh, I learn how
10 use a sub-machine gun.

"This approach is completsly wrong
(just my opinion) I'm no Che Guevara
nd |t 1o pact, But we e to
realise where our powe K.
soems to assume it I(es llv lhe barrel of a
s or the end of your fist. The only
army we should build is a workers'
army, the only time that will happen is
when the mass of working people are
aware enough to make their own
conscious decision th:

£0about it and the battieground must
ultimately be the factory, the land —

fight with everything we have and | do
not believe that gum are enough. Any
future discussion

K5 lmck must inevitably
include alternative sugeestions if the
anarchist movement is to progressin a
positive and truly revolutionary way.
Fraternal greetings

PAS.

clal interest of the gun firms to see that
this right is kept up, the whole point of
its constitutional guarantee was defence
against yramny fom nside oroutside

the political angle, God hep you).

1t is reckoned that one can defend
oneself against muggers in the States.
In this country it s just as much a crime

the counr. Not o here wher the as mugging.
State regards lh ubli All iy in the States
children. practise arms, but so do a lot of others.

arms is a generally recognised
sport in the US whereas it  an esoteric
cultin England; I suspect that consider-
able latitude is given to fascistic groups
in their pose as “law and order” experts
but none at all given to anyone clse
(political or not; — but if they can get in

For left wing groups to practice arms
here would be regarded almost as great
a challenge as actually us

must be taken into account in any
discussion of the subject but the point
‘made s valid, though 1 do not know the
answer. Greg.
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Dear comeades,
suspect the writer of the asticle
‘Puple is an American and without
‘wanting to go into any national differ-
ces, there is considerable difference
inthe matte of hndlig rcamai tat
untry and this. In the USA the use

guaranteed right and for all the commer-
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ING NEW GAME FROM THE MAKERS OF “KAPPLER'S ESCAPE”

A FASCINF

a1, lrmgerd Moller
20, Gunpowderracs | 4o, ew fatscome (o | derie

i 38, winnof aviopny | 3%, SutpRiCliote | g0, Neve o | S e e lacs o
riker dies « ettt nanded. Take | 191 SR cors. | Grange newsuicice

ead two three “Plausible Explan Within two throws.

loces ation” cards.

collect £200.

42, Pope offers self
as hostage. Urban
guerrillas laugh them-
Selves to death. Go
Torward 4 places.

43. Control of mass
media. Go forward
six places.

*_The game you can’t lose — you make the laws
change or break them when you want

OPTIONAL EXTRAS

* Special Sensory Deprivation Kit in eaci pack *#%_Colour video tape of actual suicides
Be the first on your block — See thie Reds get it in the comfort
* “Scale replica of Stammheim complete with guards of your own home
and victims.  Every feature faithfully reproduced £2.75 tick here
* Victims completely isolated and subject to closed *%_Set of anonymous letters o promin-
cuit T.V. surveillance — gives you a real advantage ent left-wing intellectuals complete

* Loaded dice in special S
Genuine press release kit — helps you think up your
iches, - Also contains special pre-prepared

diagramatic charts.

Kivertex case. with over 50 addresses
3 tick here

own

* _Each pack contains a set of special “Plausible Explanation” cards. As soon as each player has

double-dealt himself/lierself tnree of these cards they

explanation of the contradictory facts outlined on the cards. This explanation is immed

@\ - Iy fed through a series of miniaturised computers which reproduce it in the form of further
S\ “Plausible Explanation” cards. Players must keep a straight face and must not accuse

ble

must offer the other players a plau

ate-

9 \&

% N7\ political opponents of Iy

0% 2 N\&

% & TN A Liberal Democracy (L) Game

or eventually

through the:Law and Order Group



